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Chrétien completes first-ever state visit to Ukraine 


By Marco Levytsky 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chrétien completed the first-ever 
state visit to Ukraine by a head of 
the Canadian government following 
a 24-hour stop in Kyiv, Jan. 28. 

The visit resulted in the signing 
of five bilateral agreements between 
Canada and Ukraine as well as 18 
commercial deals amounting to 
C$163 million in value. (See stories 
inside this issue of Ukrainian News.) 

Chrétien was accompanied by 
over 100 businessmen on this visit. 

Following the traditional Ukrai- 
nian greeting of bread and salt at 
Boryspil airport Chrétien proceeded 
to the Tomb of the Unknown Sol- 
dier were he laid a wreath. 

The Canadian delegation then 
proceeded to the Famine Monument 
were the prime minister’s wife, 
Aline, laid a floral tribute. 

Contrary to some reports, the 
prime minister, who had initially 
been scheduled do the honour, did 
attend the ceremony, accompanying 
his wife. 

“Protocol dictates that the prime 
minister lay the wreath at the Monu- 
ment to the Unknown Soldier, but 
they weren’t as stringent with the 
monument to the victims of starva- 
tion, so madame laid the flowers,” 
explained Prime Minister’s Office 
spokesperson Jennifer Lang to 
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Ukrainian News. 

The Canadian Embassy in Kyiv, 

however, issued the following state- 
ment: 
“Prime Minister Chrétien was the 
first leader of government of the 
Western world to visit the monu- 
ment. The prime minister makes a 
point of associating his wife with all 
aspects of his program, including 
ceremonial. It was for this reason 
that both of them carried the floral 
tribute to the monument. Mrs. 
Chrétien was so moved by this hor- 
rible tragedy that, in a human ges- 
ture, she took a bouquet of flowers 
and placed it at the monument.” 

During a hectic schedule, Chré- 
tien met with Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma, Prime Minister 
Valeriy Pustovoytenko and other of- 
ficials. 

At a Canada-Ukraine business 
luncheon Chrétien pledged to con- 
tinue supporting Ukraine, but urged 
the country to move faster towards 
economic reform. 

“Commitment to reform is the 
only path that will lead to the emer- 
gence of the strong and prosperoys 
Ukraine which your people dream 
of, and which Europe and the world 
needs,” he stated. 

“T strongly encourage you — Mr 
President, Prime Minister — to stay 
the course of reform. To see the job- 
through.” 

Kuchma hailed the visit as a sign 
of solidarity in hard times. 

“This is a long awaited visit to 
Ukraine which is the more impor- 
tant in Ukraine’s present condi- 
tions,” Kuchma told a news confer- 
ence. 

Chrétien also visited the Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy which works in 
partnership with a Canadian educa- 
tional institution — Edmonton’s 
Grant MacEwan College through its 
Ukrainian Resource and Develop- 
ment Centre. 

There, he was invited to comment 
on whether his government will 
apologize for the needless impris- 
onment of many Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans as “enemy aliens” during 
Canada’s first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920. 

The prime minister responded that 
the matter was “not under discus- 
sion at this time” and that while he 
preferred to focus on the future 
rather than on the past, “yes...If 
something wrong happened in the 
past, yes, I’m sorry.” 

“When he was Leader of the Op- 
position, in June 1993, Mr Chrétien 
promised that he, and the Liberal 
Party of Canada, would support re- 
dress for the Ukrainian Canadian 
community,” reacted John Gregoro- 
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Talent abounds 


There was a huge array of talent — including the four premier Ukrainian dance groups in Alberta — at 
Edmonton's Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium, Feb. 6 for the first annual "Kids Helping Kids" 
Benefit Concert to raise funds for orphanages and social services in Ukraine. Pictured above: Shumka per- 


forms the Hopak. For more see Page 8 of this issue. 


Про підсумки офіційного візиту в 
Україну Прем'єр-міністра Канади 


27-28 січня ц.р. на запрошення Президента 
Украни Л. Д. Кучми з офіційним візитом в Ук- 
раїні перебував Прем'єр-міністр Канади Ж. Кре- 
тьєн. Перший з часу здобуття нашою державою 
незалежності офіційний візит Глави канадського 
Уряду мав непересічне політичне значення, став 
визначною подією на шляху розвитку двосторон- 
ніх відносин та відкрив нові можливості для 
зміцнення особливого партнерства між Україною 
та Канадою. Під час візиту були проведені пере- 
говори Президента України Л. Кучми, а також 
Прем'єр-міністра України В. Пустовойтенка з 
Прем'єр-міністром Канади Ж. Кретьєном і 
членами канадської офіційної делегації. 

В ході переговорів обговорювалось широке 
коло питань двостороннього українсько- 
канадського співробітництва, взаємодії двох країн 
на міжнародній арені, інтеграції України у 
європейські та трансатлантичні структури, 
питання, пов'язані з вирішенням Чорнобильської 
проблеми. Прем'єр-міністр Канади підтвердив 
наміри вищого керівництва Канади підтримати 
інтереси України в МВФ, «Великій сімці», НАТО, 
міжнародних валютно-фінансових та інших 
інституціях, в яких Україна не представлена, а 
також у процесі приєднання України до Світової 
Організації Торгівлі. Обговорюючи конкретні 
напрямки співпраці у найважливіших галузях 
економіки, сторони погодились, що основним 
завданням даного етапу є забезпечення активізації 


торговельно-економічного та інвестиційного спів- 
робітництва між Україною та Канадою. Висло- 
вились за подальший розвиток міжрегіонального 
співробітництва, що дозволить якнайповніше 
реалізувати інтереси бізнесових кіл провінцій 
Канади та областей України. Центральною 
політичною подією візиту стало прийняття 
Україною принципового рішення щодо приєднання 
до Конвенції про заборону протипіхотних мін. В 
ході візиту Міністр закордонних справ України 
Б. Тарасюк та Міністр міжнародної торгівлі 
Канади С. Маркі підписали міжурядовий 
Меморандум, який передбачає співробітництво 
у ліквідації складованих запасів протипіхотних 
мін, які знаходяться на зберіганні у Збройних 
Силах України та заборонені Оттавською 
Конвенцією. У розвиток домовленостей, досяг- 
нутих в рамках цього Меморандуму, сторони 
висловили готовність укласти рамкову Угоду, 
яка регулюватиме надання Урядом Канади та 
іншими країнами-донорами фінансової і мате- 
ріяльно-технічної допомоги, а також Плян поетап- 
ного знешкодження протипіхотних мін в Україні. 

В рамках офіційного візиту відбулась низка 
окремих зустрічей членів офіційних української 
та канадської делегацій, зокрема, Віце-Прем'єр- 
міністра України С. Тігіпка з Міністром 
міжнародної торгівлі Канади С. Маркі, які є 
Співголовами Міжурядової українсько-канадської 
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- пекарських 
виробів а також зустрічі 
за старими з новими 1 
українськими старими друзями 
неренисами 483 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 922-5875 
New Factory Outlet: 
106 N 2199 Bloor St. W. 

й oan ЗЕ (416) 769-5020 
Humb рі, 1535 Yonge St. 
270 The Kingsway GUO 

(416) 237-1907 95 Front St. E. 


(416) 366-7259 


M-C Dairy (416) 231-0304; 106 North Queen St. 
Кефір, йогурт, cup, гуслянка 
Ресторан відкритий від 7 год. рано до 1:30 рано | 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


In September 1997 the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration of 
Canada served Wasyl Odynsky with documents seeking to deport 
him for allegedly making false representations about his wartime 
activities in his application for Canadian citizenship. 


Wasyl Odynsky has not been charged with war crimes. 


Despite the lack of evidence of war criminality against Wasyl 
Odynsky the government of Canada is continuing with deportation 
proceedings against him. Mr. Odynskys trial begins in November 
1998 and it is estimated that his legal fees will exceed $250,000. 
Like Ivan Demjanjuk before him, even if Mr. Odynsky is successful, 
this trial will have cost him his life savings. 


The financial strain is more than he and his family can bear and his 
defense must not falter for lack of funds. Please give generously to 
the Wasyl Odynsky Defense Trust Fund. 
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Розгляд «справи Лазаренка» 
ніяк не зрушить з місця 


Їгор Стратій 

(КБУВ)- -Минулого тижня український парла- 
мент вперше на своєму пленарному засіданні 
розглядав питання про надання згоди на при- 
тягнення до карної відповідальності народних 
депутатів з Дніпропетровщини - керівника 
агрофірми «Нова» Миколи Агафонова та екс- 
прем'єра Павла Лазаренка. Слухання цих гучних 
справ перенесено на 17 лютого, оскільки перший 
звинувачений перебуває в лікарні, а щодо П. 
Лазаренка Генеральна прокуратура, на думку 
Комітету з питань Регламенту, не представила 
необхідних матеріялів — 8 томів карної справи 
було показано депутатам лише перед ухваленням 
рішення. 

Генеральний прокурор України Михайло Поте- 
бенько продовжує наполягати на позбавленні 


колишнього прем'єр-міністра України Павла 
Лазаренка депутатської недоторканности для 
притягнення його до кримінальної відповідаль- 
ности за «відмиванні грошей». Він переконаний, 
що слідство має для цього достатні підстави і 
що звинуваченого слід взяти під варту. 

Згідно з українськими законами, для притяг- 
нення парламентаріїв до карної відповідальности 
потрібна згода Верховної Ради. Наразі питання 
блокується двома профільними комітетами 
парламенту, очолюваними членами «Громади» 
-- партії Павла Лазаренка. Прихильники екс- 
прем'єра кажуть, що карна справа проти 
Лазаренка є політичною розправою. До того ж, 
стверджують юристи, відповідальности за 
відмивання грошей українське законодавство не 
передбачає. 


Про підсумки офіційного візиту в 


Україну Прем'єр-міністра Канади 


Прод. із ст. 1 

комісії з питань економічного співробітництва. 
Прем'єр канадської провінції Принц Едвард 
Айленд П. Біннс мав окрему зустріч з Віце- 
прем'єром С. Тігіпко, Головою Київської міської 
держадміністрації О. Омельченком (за участю 
50-ти канадських підприємців), українськими 
бізнесменами. Відбулись зустрічі членів Парля- 
менту Канаду з депутатами Верховної Ради Укра- 
їни. Вагомою стала конкретна економічна скла- 
дова візиту. Було підписано низку комерційних 
угод та проголошено про започаткування спільних 
економічних проєктів загальною вартістю у 163 
млн. дол. В ході візиту було підписано сім 
міжурядових та міжвідомчих угод, які відкривають 
нові можливості для поглиблення та практичної 
реалізації українсько-канадського співробіт- 


ництва,зокрема, Угоду про повітряне сполучення; 
Меморандум про співробітництво у напрямку 
ліквідації запасів протипіхотних наземних мін; 
Меморандум про співробітництво у галузі освіти; 
Меморандум про співробітництво з питань зміни 
клімату; Меморандум про співробітництво між 
Міністерством України з питань надзвичайних 
ситуацій та у справах захисту населення від 
наслідків Чорнобильської катастрофи і Міністер- 
ством природних ресурсів Канади; Угоду між 
Міністерством агропромислового комплексу 
України та Міністерством сільського господарства 
та продовольства Канади у галузі карантину 
рослин; Меморандум про взаєморозуміння між 
Міністерством України у справах науки і 
технологій та Канадським агентством інспекції 


харчових продуктів. 


Підписання Великого Договору з 
Україною для Росії є проблематичним 


(КБУВ) -У російському парламенті продов-- 
жують вирувати пристрасті довкола ратифікації 
Договору про дружбу, співробітництво та парт-- 
нерство між Україною та Російською Федера- 
цією. У Думі - нижній палаті - зібрано понад 


сто підписів під запитом до Конституційного 
Суду щодо відповідності договору російській 
Конституції. 

ініціаторів цього запиту непокоїть закріплений 
у Договорі український статус Севастополя, а 
також означення росіян як «національної мен- 
шини» в Україні. Відомий своїми антиукра- 
їнськими заявами московський мер Юрій 
Лужков упевнений, що у нинішньому вигляді 


«Свободі» 
привітно в 
українському 
інфромаційному 
просторі 

Андрій Шевченко 

(КБУВ) -Українська служба 
Радіо «Свобода», починаючи з 
цього місяця, на годину збільшує 
обсяг оригінальних програм. 
Відтепер вона матиме щодня 
п'ять годин оригінального мов- 
лення. 

Україномовні новини «Свобо- 
ди» виходитимуть щогодини — 3 
шостої ранку до півночі. Дирек- 
тор української служби Радіо 


Договір про дружбу, співробітницво та 
партнерство між Україною та Росією не буде 
ратифікований Радою Федерації - верхньою 
палатою російського парламенту. 

В інтерв'ю московській газеті «Аргументи і 
факти» він пояснив це так: «Договір де-юре 
закріпляє втрату права Росії на Севастополь». 
Як член Ради Федерації, пан Лужков наполя- 
гатиме на тому, щоб питання Севастополя 
було винесене за рамки Великого Договору 
між державами, аби потім «усе вирішити 
справедливо, можливо, із залученням міжна-- 
родних організацій». 


Коротко 


Найбільша в світі рекламна таблиця 
(КБУВ) - Гігантська рекламна таблиця, розміщена на споруді 
київського універсального магазину «Україна», подейкують 
покупці, претендує на занесення до Книги рекордів Гіннеса. 
Реклама закриває фактично весь фасад будівлі. Її довжина - 
сто двадцять шість метрів, висота - сімнадцять метрів. 


Кока-коли не бракуватиме 
(KBYB)—Koxa-xona офіційно відкрила у Броварах під Києвом 
свій новий завод - найбільший в Україні та один з найбільших 
в Європі. Його потенційна потужність — до трьохсот мільйонів 
літрів на рік. Напої розливатимуться тут у скляні і пластикові 
пляшки та бляшанки. 
Львові. Загалом Кока-кола вже інвестувала в Україну близько 
270 мільйонів долярів. Сьогодні на напої Спрайт, Фанта та 
Кока-кола припадає понад 40 відсотків українського ринку 
безалкогольної продукції. 


Нова партія -- «Вперед, Україно!» 


завод Кока-коли працює у 


Роман Купчинський на зустрічі 
з журналістами в Празі висло- 
вився також про необхідність 
відкриття кримськотатарської 
секції, яка б готувала програми 
для Криму. Пан Купчинський 
стверджує, що українську «Сво- 
боду» слухає п'ять-шість від- 
сотків населення країни. 


(KBYB)—Y Києві проголошено створеня партії «Вперед, 
Україно!», лідером якої став Віктор Мусіяка, віце-спікер у 
Верховній Раді попереднього складу. Це об'єднання виникло 
перед минулорічними парламентськими виборами з ініціативи 
кількох народних депутатів, які входили до складу депутатської 
групи «Реформи». На парламентські вибори воно йшло під 
прапорами жорсткої опозиції до адміністрації Президента Л. 
Кучми, але 4-відсоткового бар'єру голосів не подолало. 


Donations іп Support ої this Trust Fund 
may be sent to 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 
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UCCLA urges 


that Katriuk’s 


deportation order be stayed 
Lied about identity to avoid Vietnam war 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liber- 
ties Association is urging that the deportation order 
against Vladimir Katriuk be stayed. 

Katriuk, 77, was ordered deported after Justice Mark 
Nadon, in a 98-page ruling, released Jan. 29, said he 
had falsified his application when he immigrated to 
Canada in 1951. 

But Nadon did not support allegations by the Fed- 
eral Justice Department that Katriuk had committed war 
crimes. 

“The Minister did not adduce any evidence, other 
than that or expert historians, to prove its allegations 
that the respondent committed war crimes,” he wrote. 

“Tn reaching that conclusion, I am perfectly conscious 
of the fact that the victorious powers, which include 
Canada, are the ones that decided what collaboration 
meant and who collaborators were.” 

Although he noted that Katriuk had revealed his true 
identity a few years after arriving, Nadon wrote, “I am 
satisfied that there was an immigration process in place 
which if followed would, in all likelihood, have led to 
the rejection of the respondent.” 

Katriuk had maintained he was never asked about 
his wartime past. Federal lawyers have acknowledged 
that his original immigration application was not avail- 
able and that his wartime activities are inferred from 
combat reports. 

“The respondent obtained his Canadian citizenship 
by false representation or fraud or by knowingly con- 
cealing material circumstances,” Nadon ruled. 

Katriuk, now a beekeeper living in Ormstown, Que, 
has denied the accusation he is a war criminal. He has 
maintained he hid his identity because he is a deserter 
from the French Foreign Legion. Katriuk, who emi- 
grated from France, was a member of a Ukrainian bat- 
talion of the Waffen SS, the elite Nazi storm troops, 
between 1942 and 1944. 

He deserted his SS unit when it was transferred to 
France from Eastern Europe in 1944. He joined the 
Foreign Legion but his lawyers said he deserted when 
he was about to be sent to Indochina (now Vietnam) 
and his sergeant told him he would not return alive. 


Chrétien completes first-e 
Cont. from P. 3 


Katriuk used his brother-in-law’s name to duck 
French police and lived peacefully in Paris before emi- 
grating to Canada in 1951. 

“Mr Katriuk steadfastly maintained that he did no 
wrong as a member of any military unit during the Sec- 
ond World War,” said UCCLA Chairman John 
Gregorovich. 

“The Canadian Ministry of Justice’s lawyers even 
acknowledged during his hearing that there was ‘no 
direct evidence’ to back the contention that he com- 
mitted any war crimes. What we do know is that Mr. 
Katriuk fought against the Nazi occunation of France 
as a member of the French resistance. 

“After the war, he refused to be sent off to French 
Indochina with the French Foreign Legion, instead 
deserting and making his way to Canada. He admits 
that he used a false identity, that of his brother-in-law, 
to gain entry to Canada. But, within a few years, he 
told Canadian officials who he was, and why he used a 
false identity, and was granted Canadian citizenship 
nonetheless. He has since led an exemplary life in 
Canada, has a French Canadian wife, and is now re- 
tired, aged 77, a beekeeper in Quebec’s Eastern Town- 
ships. 

“What did he do to deserve deportation? Nothing. 
Thousands of so-called ‘refugees’ are admitted into this 
country every year, many of whom are caught with false 
identity papers, or have none at all. Often they can’t 
produce a shred of evidence about how they got to 
Canada provide any corroboration about what they al- 
legedly suffered in their homelands. Some have unde- 
niable criminal records. Yet we let them stay, and af- 
ford them the coveted status of Convention refugee. 

“Why should Mr. Katriuk, against whom there is no 
evidence of any wrongdoing, be deported over a half 
century after he came to Canada for the minor trespass 
of temporarily using his brother-in-law’s name in or- 
der to avoid fighting in Viemam? 

“We are calling upon the Minister of Justice, the 
Honourable Anne.McLellan, and all other members of 
the Cabinet, to stay this deportation order and allow 
Mr. Katriuk to remain in Canada,” said Gregorovich. 


ver State visit to Ukraine 


number of Ukrainian universities, 


vich, chairman of the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Civil Liberties Association. 

“He has not kept that promise, nor 
has the Liberal Party. Now he is in 
Ukraine saying that he is sorry if 
something wrong happened to 
Ukrainians in Canada but that he 
prefers to look forward rather than 
apologizing for what happened in 
the past. His government spends bil- 
lions annually in redress to Native 
Canadians for wrongs done to their 
ancestors centuries ago. 

“More recently, we have seen fed- 
eral funds go toward the establish- 
ment of a national park at Grosse 
Isle, to commemorate the losses of 
Irish immigrants to Canada before 
Confederation. And, within the last 
few days, the prime minister has 
hinted at federal funding for a Jew- 
ish Holocaust Museum in Ottawa, 
even though that horrible tragedy 
did not even take place on Canadian 
soil. Yet when it comes to acknowl- 
edging that Ukrainians and other 
Europeans were unjustly imprisoned 
in Canadian concentration camps, 
had their wealth looted, found them- 
selves censured and disenfran- 
chised, that seems to be ‘ancient his- 
tory’ in the Prime Minister’s mind. 

“Why is that? There are still a few 
elderly survivors of Canada’s intern- 
ment operations. Do those victims 
of Ottawa’s brutishness deserve no 
recognition, no place in our 
memory? This happened in Canada, 
not abroad. And this is a still-blank 
page in Canadian history that will 
be filled in. We’re again asking our 
prime minister to negotiate this mat- 
ter in a timely and honourable fash- 
ion, as he promised he would,” he 
added. 

That same day Ukrainian parlia- 


mentary deputies from the Green 
and Rukh parties held a meeting 
with Canadian MPs Walt Lastiwka 
and Lou Sekora, with a view to re- 
freshing inter-parliamentary rela- 


according to the Eastern Economist. 

The following day, Jan. 28, wit- 
nessed the signing of the bilateral 
agreements and the commercial 
deals. 


tions between the two countries, re- 
ported the Eastern Economist. 

Serhiy Pavlenko, Mykhailo 
Hutsol, Roman Schmidt, Yevhen 
Zhovtiak and Lev Hluhivsky in- 
formed the Canadians of changes in 
Ukrainian legislation, directed at 
development of the market economy 
and agricultural reform. 

Schmidt submitted to the Cana- 
dian side a package of four invest- 
ment projects on the development 
of agriculture and local energy-sup- 
ply systems in Lviv and Ivano- 
Frankivsk oblasts. Hutsol also pro- 
posed a project of launching the 
NovoDnistrovkiy hydroelectricity 
Station, with an option for the Ca- 
nadian side to retain ownership of 
the controlling share package. 

The Canadians cited examples of 
bureaucratic obstacles faced by for- 
eign investors in Ukraine, whilst 
maintaining the mutual benefits to 
be had from improved relations. 

As part of the delegation’s visit, a 
Canadian Learning Centre introduc- 
ing Canadian learning technologies 
and educational training was opened 
at the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv 
Jan. 27. 

“The Learning Centre will help 
market the Canadian distance learn- 
ing industry by giving Ukrainians 
immediate access to a broad range 
of Canadian education and training 
services,” said Sergio Marchi, 
Canada’s International Trade Min- 
ister, visiting Ukraine with 
Chrétien’s delegation. 

The centre is planned to expand 
throughout Ukraine involving a 
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COMMUNITY TRUST COMPANY LTD 


2271 Bloor Street West Toronto, Ontario M6S 1P1 


У Комюниті Траст, ми знаємо яке велике значення мають заощаднення на майбутнє. Почавши 
від тепер відкладайте на звичайні РРСП якими керуєте Ви самі. Наші досвідченні працівники 
радо допоможуть Вам створити цей пенсійний план який відповідатиме Вам! 


v Рахунки Канадські та Американські 
/¥ Заповіти та спадкові справи 
У" Вогнетривна скринька для зберігання 


Tel: (416) 763-2291 


ад» Adults 

@ Seniors 

б» Children (6-12) 
б». Children (2-5) 


R.J.'S TOURS LTD 


QOSR PERFECT NZAACNTION BEGINS JIL RED 


We specialize In travel and tours to Ukraine 
and escorted group tours around the world. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 
780-415-5633; Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
Call us for brochures on our 1999 Tours to Ukraine 
June 21 to July 5 - All inclusive land tour of western Ukraine (60% sold) 
July 4 to 19 - Escorted all inclusive Ukraine Cruise on Dnipro River and Black Sea 
June 21 to July 19 - 29 day Holiday of a lifetime in Ukraine touring western Ukraine 
and cruising the Dnipro River and Black Sea 
Watch for our exciting Fall Country Music Tours 
11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta Т5М 1L5 
Call us for information on any of our tours. http://www.connect.ab.ca/~ttravel 


Great RRSP rates 
at Buduchnist! 


* rate subject to change 


2280 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ontario M6S 1N9 

4196 Dixie Rd., Mississauga, Ontario L4W 1M6 
221 Milner Ave., Scarborough, Ontario MiS 4P4 
239 Kenilworth Ave. N., Hamilton, Ontario L8H 4S4 
913 Carling Ave., Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4E3 


(416) 763-6883 
(905) 238-1273 
(416) 299-7291 
(905) 545-5645 
(613) 722-7075 


Наші послуги: 
м" інвестиційні плани 
"Позики та заставні позики 
У РРіФ 


Ках: (416) 763-2444 


invites you to our 


valentine's Day В 


Listen to the sounds of live piano entertainment 
while enjoying our sumptuous buffet! 


$15.95 
$13.95 
$ 9.95 
$ 5.95 
* Does not include GST. 


Valentine's Day Brunch will be held in the beautiful Grand 
Ballroom and Solarium of the Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


To book your reservation or formore information, call: 


452-7770 


CONTINENTAL 
INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5P 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
винвивииноиноооиоиооиовиоюмноюмнноиоюмоюмниоюмиоюоиоюою 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Конгрес Українців Канади (Відділ Едмонтон) та Українське 
Музичне Товариство Альберти запрошують на Шевченківський 
Концерт в неділю, 14-го березня, 1999р. в 3-ій год. попол. 
в Домі Молоді 9615-153 авеню. Квитки: 58 заздалегідь; 510 
при дверях; діти 12 і менше - безкоштовно. Квитки можна 
купити в Українській книгарні або від членів КУК. 

ж ж ж 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress (Edm. branch) апа the Ukrainian Music 
Society of Alberta present Shevchenko Concert on Sunday, March 
14, 1999, at 3:00 p.m. at Ukrainian Youth Unity 9615-153 Ave. Tickets: 
$8 in advance; $10 at the door; free for 12 and under. Available: at the 
Ukrainian Bookstore or from members of KYK. 


Світова Федерація Українських Жіночих 
Організацій з жалем повідомляє, що 


29 січня 1999 року померла у Філядельфії 
інж. Лідія Бурачинська 


почесна голова СФУЖО, визначна діячка Українського 
Жіночого Руху, редактор жіночої преси в Галичині 
та в США, авторка ряду монографій і праць, 
присвячених жіночим постатям, та розвідок 
на тему народного мистецтва. 


Похоронні відправи відбулися 6 лютого 1999 року 
в церкві св. Михаїла (Jankintown) 
а похорон - на цвинтарі св. Марії. 


Екзекутива СФУЖО висловлює свої найщиріші 
співчуття родині св. п. Лідії Бурачинської, 
Союзові Українок Америки та всім, які шанували 
та цінили цю виняткову Людину. 

Вічна Їй пам'ять! 


Екзекутива СФУЖО 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


ери 


ne 


Якщо Hi, TO: 
KVI п 1 


КА ОК ae ЬКІ ві 

«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу. газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 

Address 

City 

Це дарунок від: 


Ргоу. 


ЦІНИ: 
В Канаді: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $32.50 кан 
2 роки (48 примірників): $60.00 (Кан.) 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST"}) 
H 3 


Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 


Повітряною поштою: 
Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 


Відбулося 


вужчої Президії 


(Президія СКУ)-16-го січня 1999 року в 
приміщенні КУМФ в Торонто відбулося засідання 
вужчої Президії СКУ. На засіданні були порушені 
і вирішені такі справи: 

1. Встановлено склад вужчої Президії до якої 
входять: 

Президент - А. Лозинський, 1-ий заступник - 
М. Шкамбара, 2-ий заступник - О. Соколик - 
голова СФУЖО,, 3-ий заступник - В. Самець — 
фінансовий референт, Скарбник - Х. Бідяк, 
Заступник - д-р В. Верига, Член президії - д- 
р О. Романишин, Генеральний секретар - В. 
Педенко; Представники слідуючих Рад і Комісій: 
Церковна Рада, Світова Координаційна Виховно-- 
Освітня Рада, Світова Рада Суспільної Служби, 
Комісія Людських і Громадських Прав. 

Вужча Президія може, в потребі, запрошувати 
на наради окремих членів Президії або Комісій. 

2. Вислухали звіт фінансового Референта про 
фінансовий стан СКУ. Було доручено 
фінансовому Референтові покликати діючу 
Фінансову Комісію. Фінансовий референт п. В. 
Самець звернеться до відповідних людей в справі 
членства в цій Комісії. 

3. Після перегляду і дискусії резолюцій 7-го 
Конгресу було рішено підготувати меморандум 
до Президента України Л. Кучми де будуть 
включені всі справи, які були спрямовані до 
нього в резолюціях. Решта резолюцій буде 
включена в працю Президії СКУ. Резолюції 
будуть розіслані всім складовим організаціям 
СКУ, а також подані до преси. Також буде 
зроблений скорочений переклад резолюцій в 


29 січня 1999 р. померла в Філядельфії 
Лідія Бурачинська, почесна Голова СФУЖО, 
почесна Голова СУА, визначна діячка Україн- 
ського Жіночого Руху, редактор жіночої преси 
в Галичині і в США, авторка ряду монографій 
і праць присвячених жіночим постатям та 
розвідкам на тему народного мистецтва. Л. 
Бурачинська є головним автором монумен- 
тальнної праці «Український одяг», вид. 
СФУЖО в 1992 р. 

В п'ятницю 5-го лютого 1999 р. у Філядель- 


Фінансова 


допомога 


Померла Лідія Бурачинська 
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засідання 
i СКУ 


англійській мові. Президія СКУ складає щиру 
подяку пані Юлії Войчишин за впорядкування | 
резолюцій. 

4. Президент СКУ, А. Лозинський представив 
плян праці Президії СКУ на початковий термін. 
До пляну входять слідуючі точки: 

- Щорічне відзначення Великого Голоду в 
Україні в 4-ту суботу листопада 

Членство СКУ в ООН 

- Звернення в справі передання Києво- 
Печерської Лаври Київському Патріярхату 

e Спорудження в Києві Пантеону Героям 
України 

Закон про закордонного українця 

Українська меншина в Словаччині 
Бюро СКУ в Нью-Йорку 
Наукова Рада при СКУ - її відновлення 
Цьогорічні Президентські вибори в Україні 

Травнева Акція СКУ 

» Пам'ятник Івану Франкові у Відні 

Після кожного засідання Президія СКУ буде 
подавати до української преси коротке пресове 
повідомлення. 

5. Президент СКУ подав розподіл функції 
членам Президії СКУ. 

6. 19-20 лютого, 1999 року в Торонто, в 
приміщенні КУМФ, відбудеться засідання Повної 
Президії СКУ. На цьому засіданні будуть 
звітувати: Президент, Генеральний секретар і 
Фінансовий референт. Ради і Комісії СКУ 
представлять їхні пляни праці. На це засідання 
запрошені всі представники української преси і 
мідії. 


фії відбулася парастас в похорнному заведенні 
Насевичів на Franlin & Brown; в суботу 
заупокійна Служба Божа в церкві св. Михаїла 
СапКіпкомп) о год. 11-ій перед полуднем ї 
похорон на цвинтарі св. Марії. 

Екзекутива СФУЖО висловлює свої найщи-- 
ріші співчуття родині св. п. Лідії Бурачинської, 
Союзові Українок Америки та всім, які 
шанували та цінили цю виняткову людину. 


Вічна Їй Пам'ять! 


Коротко 


Києву може 
скоротитися 


(КБУВ)  Держсекретар США 
Мадлен Олбрайт напередодні 
слухань в американському Кон- 
гресі питання про фінансову 
допомогу Україні (відбудуться 18 
лютого) відзначає, що в розв'я- 
занні проблем, пов'язаних з 
американськими інвестиціями в 
Україні, прогрес «дуже незнач- 
ний». 

В інтерв'ю київській газеті 
«Зеркало нєдєлі» пані Олбрайт 
зазначає: якщо конгресменів не 
вдасться переконати в тому, що 
Україна продовжує економічні 
реформи і американські інвес- 
тори можуть тут ефективно пра- 
цювати, Київ отримає лише 
половину від запланованих 195 
млн. долярів допомоги. 

Минулого тижня, повернув- 
шись зі Сполучених Штатів, 
український прем'єр-міністр 
Валерій Пустовойтенко сказав, 
що Вашингтон непокоїть шість 
пов'язаних з Україною інвес- 
тиційних суперечок. Три з них, 
за словами прем'єра, були прин- 
ципово розв'язані під час його 
поїздки. 


Мінімальна заробітна плата стала вищою. 
(КБУВ) -Мінімальну заробітну плату працівників бюджетних 
організацій в Україні збільшено до 74 гривень на місяць - 
це близько 20 долярів США. Таке рішення ухвалив Кабінет 
міністрів. Згідно з офіційною статистикою, середня місячна 
зарплата у грудні склала 176 гривень - близько 50 долярів. 
Ця статистика, щоправда, не враховує всіх доходів громадян, 
оскільки в Україні звичною є практика подвійної та тіньової 
бугалтерії, інші способи приховування прибутків. 


AH-70 виставлено на європейський тендер 
(КБУВ) Цей тендер оголошено урядами восьми європейських 
країн з метою створення нового військово-транспортного 
літака. Українсько-російський консорціум зобов'язується 
створити на базі АН-70 нову моделю, що відповідатиме 
стандартам НАТО. Сьогодні український АН-70 -- серед 
світових лідерів у своєму класі. 


Придбати автомобіль буде легше 

(КБУВ)  -Урядовою постановою в Україні пом'якшено правила 
придбання авто в кредит. Тепер, щоб придбати автомобіль, 
українцеві достатньо сплатити початковий внесок у розмірі 
чверті вартості машини, а не половини, як було раніше. 
Максимальний термін виплати кредиту збільшено 3 двох 
років до п'яти. Ці правила поширюються на всіх автоділерів 
в Україні. 


180-річний ювілей львівської школи 
(КБУВ) -Львів'яни відзначили 180-у річницю з дня заснування 
середньої школи Ne8. Цю школу було засновано 1818 року 
при домініканському монастирі. Нині вона одна з найстаріших 
в Україні. Серед її випускників - письменники Маркіян 
Шашкевич та Станіслав Лем. Нинішні вихованці поглиблено 
вивчають тут німецьку мову. 
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Russian upper house 
postpones Ukraine treaty 


(JF Monitor)—In a vote of 115 to 15, with nine ab- 
stentions, Russia’s Federation Council decided Jan. 27 
to postpone considering the Russian-Ukrainian inter- 
State treaty. 

Nationalist and irredentist arguments appeared on the 
verge of prevailing during the debate, which turned 
emotional at times. Some moderate leaders ultimately 
opted for a postponement as preferable to rejecting the 
treaty, amending it or attaching reservations to it. 

The treaty’s setback signifies a defeat for Russia’s 
foreign policy, not only toward Ukraine but toward CIS 
countries in general. 

The Russian executive branch undertook an all-out 
effort to secure ratification. Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov, CIS Affairs Minister Boris Pastukhov and First 
Deputy Prime Minister Vadim Gustov spoke to the 
Federation Council and to the public at large, urging 
ratification of the existing text of the treaty. 

Their thesis — not unlike that of Russia’s “main- 
stream” communists — holds that Russia will serve its 
Strategic interests best by cooperating with Ukraine, 
rather than battling it; that Russia’s failure to ratify the 
treaty would trigger Ukraine to refuse to ratify the 
signed agreements on basing the Russian fleet in 
Crimea; and that a ratified interstate treaty could cre- 
ate a legal basis for supporting grievances of Russians 
in Ukraine on language and cultural issues. These ar- 
guments failed to carry the day. 

Under CIS Executive Secretary Boris Berezovsky’s 


influence, “Nezavisimaya gazeta” continued what had 
almost become a campaign against the treaty. On the 
day of the vote, the paper printed an editorial by its 
chief editor, Vitaly Tretyakov, portraying Ukraine as a 
state hostile to Russia and Russian interests. 

Following the Federation Council’s vote, President 
Leonid Kuchma paid tribute to both Russian Prime Min- 
ister Yevgeny Primakov and those members of his gov- 
ernment who had sought to secure passage of the treaty. 

The outlook for the treaty does not look bright. Rati- 
fication — with conditions along the lines which Rus- 
sian nationalist critics suggest — would be unaccept- 
able in Ukraine, and would virtually nullify the treaty’s 
value. Such a development would probably also raise 
international concern. The United States embassy in 
Kyiv lost no time voicing such concern Jan. 28. 

Unless Russia’s executive branch and moderate 
members of the Federation Council secure ratification 
of an unamended document next month, the prospect 
for ratification will recede rapidly. Russia is embark- 
ing on its parliamentary election campaign, Ukraine is 
holding a presidential election this year, and Russia’s 
presidential election is scheduled to follow the year after 
that. These successive contests will probably politicize 
the debates on the treaty to an even greater degree than 
they already have. If Moscow fails to ratify the treaty 
next month, the issue may well be postponed for two 
years, adding to the many uncertainties which now beset 
Russian-Ukrainian relations. 


UCC urges CRTC to reflect diversity 


(UCC)—Noting that 42% of 
Canada’s population is now of nei- 
ther British or French origin, and 
that over 80% of the one million 
immigrants arriving in Canada be- 
tween 1991 and 1996 listed a mother 
tongue other than French or English, 
the Ukrainian Canadian community 
has joined with other ethnocultural 
: groups across the country to make 
specific recommendations to the 
CRTC, aimed at enhancing appro- 
priate and inclusive multilingual and 
multicultural programming nation- 
ally. 

Specifically, the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, recommended that 
the CRTC renew its commitment to 
the basic principles entrenched in 


the document entitled “Broadcast- 
ing Policy Reflecting Canada’s Cul- 
tural and Linguistic Diversity” and 
asked the CRTC to: 

e Create a national multilingual 
network ensuring that ethnic pro- 
grams are broadcast across Canada; 

e Regulate public and private 
broadcasters so as to provide at least 
10 hours per week of ethnic broad- 
casting, based on population, de- 


mand and the ability of ethnocultural | 


communities to supply program- 
ming containing at least 50% Cana- 
dian content; 

¢ Create an Ombudsman position 
to ensure that Canadian broadcast- 
ing reflects the multicultural reality 
of Canada’s citizenry; 


Tatars to appeal for help 


(RFE/RL)—The National Move- 
ment of Crimean Tatars said on Feb. 
9 in Simferopol that they have be- 
gun collecting signatures for an ap- 
peal on their plight to the UN and 
the Council of Europe, ITAR-TASS 
reported. 

A regional meeting of Crimean 
Tatar leaders passed a resolution 
stating that Kyiv “cannot and will 
not carry the burden of restoring 
[the] lawful rights of the Crimean 
Tatars, cannot and will not provide 
for equal rights of all people resid- 
ing in Crimea, and keeps pursuing a 
policy of genocide and ethnocide 


Russian language 
still dominates 


(Eastern Economist)—First 
Deputy Information Minister Oleh 
Bai told parliamentary deputies Feb. 
9, during a report on the informa- 
tion sector in Ukraine, that two 
thirds of all publications in Ukraine 
are still in Russian. Bai informed 
deputies that at the end of 1998, 
more than 8,300 periodicals were 
registered in Ukraine. Among them 
3,311 were available beyond the 
borders of Ukraine, while around 
5000 were available in most Ukrai- 
nian cities. Bai added that recently 
a “bold expansion” of foreign pub- 
lications has occurred on the domes- 
tic market. Deputies spoke of the 
necessity of increasing domestic 
television show production levels 
and reducing the number of soap 
operas on the air. 


against [the Crimean Tatars].” 

Crimean Tatar leader Vasvi 
Abduraimov said some 80,000 
Tatars in Crimea are unable to re- 
ceive Ukrainian citizenship and that 
unemployment is as high as 50 per- 
cent among them. 
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» Provide for the rebroadcasting 
of Radio Canada International pro- 
grams through local AM/FM radio 
stations across Canada, to inform the 
Canaaian public about events in the 
countries of origin of many Cana- 
dians or their ancestors. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress continues to support those 
government policies and initiatives 
which are aimed at both the recog- 
nition and enhancement of the prin- 
ciples of inclusiveness and tolerance 
in Canadian broadcasting and tele- 
communications. 


WEST АВКА 


2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont, Canada M6S 1N9 

» Gifts « Ukrainian Handicrafts 

Art, Ceramics, Jewellery > Books, 
Newspapers - Cassettes, CDs, 
Videos - Embroidery Supplies 

- Packages and Services to Ukraine 
WE ACCEPT MAIL ORDERS 
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Your RRSP Inve 


SOUND FINANCIAL PLANNING 

HARD WORKING INVESTMENT ALTERNATIVES 
> Variable Rate RRSP 
> Fixed Rate RRSP 

> Mutual Funds (incl. Canada’s top 100) 
> Index-Linked Deposits 
CONVENIENCE OF MONTHLY DEPOSITS 
RRSP LOANS 


Tel.: (416) 762-8751 Fax; (416) 767-6839 


ON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


JOURNEY 
THROUGH 
- UKRAINE 


Joanne Kolomyjec 
5 зоргапо 


Ukrainian Music Society 
of Alberta Choir 


Friday & Saturday 
"Feb. 19 & 20 
Winspear Centre 


M. Lysenko 
Taras Bulba Overture and Aria 
Yuri Laniuk 
Sorrow of the Thorn 
Yuri Laniuk 
Palimpsesty (World: Peper) 
М. Arkas . 
| о 


8pm 


Safa FEISP оо уагоцтавруу- 


CALL WINSPEAR CENTRE. 
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Shevchenko 
Foundation 


NS 
IX 
20%" RRSP 


Bring your RRSP to us, and we'll give 
you the interest up front. 


Call or visit the branch nearest you 
for details! 


80-2200 McPhillips 
Street 


989-7444 


www.carpathiacu.mb.ca 
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КАРПАТІЯ 
САВРАТНІА 
CREDIT UNION 


1341-A Henderson 
Highway 


989 7411 


950 Main 
Street 
Serving the Financial Needs of Manitobans of Ukrainian Origin 


* Four year term with minimum $5,000 contribution required. 
Limited Time Offer 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON INVESTMENT ALTERNATIVES 
CALL US AT (416) 763-5575, (905) 568-9890, 1-800-322-9274 
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Confusion over floral tribute 


Prime Minister Jean Chrétien’s visit to Kyiv once again highlighted the 
special relationship between Canada and Ukraine. A number of bilateral 
agreements were signed, as well as 18 commercial agreements valued ata 
total of C$163 million. 

However, there was considerable confusion over the floral tribute at the 
Famine Monument. Journalists who asked whether the prime minister 
would lay a floral tribute at the Famine Monument were told he would 
not. One newspaper even erroneously reported that Chrétien was a-“no 
show”. 

The Ukrainian community had been awaiting this event with much an- 
ticipation. In a press release issued prior to Chrétien’s visit, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress President Eugene Czolij stated the following: 

“Canadians of Ukrainian descent are deeply moved by the Prime 
Minister’s gesture in laying a wreath at the National Famine Memorial in 
Kyiv in memory of the millions of victims of Soviet tyranny during the 
genocidal Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33. We also congratulate the Prime 
Minister for laying a wreath in front of the Eternal Flame to solemnly 
remember all the Ukrainians who perished in the struggle against the Nazi 
occupation of their homeland. We hope the Prime Minster’s visit to Ukraine 
will translate into his personal support for a federally-funded Genocide 
Museum in Ottawa, a permanent educational centre that will honour the 
memory of the victims of all genocides of the 20th century.” 

Later the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv issued a statement that said Ma- 
dame Chrétien was so moved by this horrible tragedy that, in a human 
gesture, she took a bouquet of flowers and placed it at the monument.” It 
also stated that both of them carried the floral tribute to the monumeni, 
but Kontakt Television’s footage clearly showed that Madame Chrétien 
carried it alone to the foot of the monument. 

Perhaps if both of them had carried right to the monument and if jour- 
nalists had been informed earlier of how moved she was by this tragedy, 
much confusion could have been avoided. 

Nevertheless, the prime minister was the first Western leader to visit 
this monument and that, in itself, is significant. 


Katriuk decision shows 
gross injustice of D & D 


If the government thinks the Justice Marc Nadon’s decision to deport 
Vladimir Katriuk somehow vindicates the policy of Deportation and 
Denatutalization, then it should think again. 

Justice Nadon did not find any evidence that Katriuk committed any 
war crimes. Instead, he stated: “The Minister did not adduce any evidence, 
other than that or expert historians, to prove its allegations that the re- 
spondent committed war crimes.” 

Katriuk was ordered deported on a technicality — he concealed his true 
identity when he arrived in Canada. Why did he do so? To avoid being 
sent into Indochina with the French Foreign Legion. 

It is particularly ironic that a country which openly welcomed Ameri- 
can refugees from the Vietnam War in the sixties and seventies should 
now deport a man who tried to avoid it in the forties. Furthermore, this is 
a man who deserted his SS unit to fight for the French Resistance. In 
France people like this are considered heroes, but in Canada, it seems, 
they are "маг criminals”. 

If anything, the Katriuk decision only serves as another example of how 
grossly unjust the government’s policy of “D & D” actually is. 

How many more such cases are required before the Justice Department 
finally comes to its senses? 
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The corruption 
investigation into Lazarenko 


By Lily Hyde 

(RFE/RL)—Despite an ongoing investigation into 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, who 
is suspected of corruption, the political party he cre- 
ated has nominated him to run for president in the Oc- 
tober elections. Lazarenko was an ally of President 
Leonid Kuchma until the latter fired him in July 1997. 
Since then, he has grown increasingly critical of 
Kuchma, who is expected to run for re-election in the 
fall. 

At the recent congress, Lazarenko won the backing 
of his Hromoda party by a vote of 258 to one. The party 
also gave Lazarenko permission to negotiate a coali- 
tion deal with other opposition parties ahead of the elec- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, the corruption case against Lazarenko 
continues. It garnered international headlines early last 
month when Lazarenko was detained by Swiss police 
as he attempted to cross the border from France using 
a Panama passport issued to a “Mr. Lopez.” 

In early December, he was charged with laundering 
US$20 million but was released two weeks later when 
an unknown benefactor put up $3 million in bail. If 
convicted of money laundering under Swiss law, he 
faces up to five years in prison. 

Swiss authorities confirmed earlier last month that 
they would also continue helping Ukraine with its in- 
quiries about Lazarenko’s Swiss bank accounts. 
Lazarenko is accused by the Ukrainian authorities of 
taking millions of dollars out of Ukraine and channel- 
ing them to his private Swiss accounts via Russia’s 
United Energy Systems (EES). That company was 
granted exclusive contracts to distribute natural gas to 
one-third of Ukraine during Lazarenko’s term in of- 
fice, from June 1996 to July 1997. In 1996, EES made 
a profit totaling $1 billion but paid less than $6,000 in 
taxes. 

Ukrainian Prosecutor-General Mykhailo Potebenko 
has repeatedly said his office has enough evidence to 
charge the former prime minister, but he has declined 
to release details while Lazarenko is protected by par- 
liamentary immunity. : 

Lazarenko has denied any wrongdoing and claims 
the allegations against him — both in Switzerland and 
at home — are part of a plot to discredit him and his 
party ahead of the election. Meanwhile, the investiga- 
tors continue to spread their net still further. Police in 
The Netherlands confirmed earlier this month that at 
Ukraine’s request, they have made inquiries into a 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s parliament was expected 
to vote Feb. 4 on the appeal from the General 
Prosecutor’s Office to lift former Premier Pavlo 
Lazarenko’s deputy immunity. Lazarenko, leader of 
the Hromada faction, is suspected of embezzlement 
in Ukraine. He was arrested first in Switzerland at 
the end of last year on money-laundering charges, 
but was then released on bail 

The vote, however, did not occur. The parliament 
committee for procedures — after several hours of 
deliberation behind closed doors — ruled to return 
the appeal to General Prosecutor Mykhaylo 
Potebenko for revision. The committee, chaired by 
Viktor Omelych of the Hromada party, charged that 
the appeal did not provide sufficient grounds to in- 
stitute proceedings against Lazarenko. Another key 
committee — which addresses issues of organized 
crime and corruption — is also chaired by а Hromada 
member. 

Commenting on the event to Studio 1+1, 
Lazarenko said that the case “is purely political, and 


Lazarenko to remain at large for now 


Dutch company involved in a cattle-for-metal deal. 
Under that deal, put together by Lazarenko’s close ally 
and fellow Hromada party member Mykola Agofonoy 
in 1995, large amounts of money allegedly ended up in 
Lazarenko’s accounts. 

There is widespread speculation that some of 
Lazarenko’s political opponents continue to profit from 
the very gas monopolies that Lazarenko allegedly ex- 
ploited. There has also been speculation that if 
Lazarenko is formally indicted, he may seek to bring 
down with him many of his former allies still in goy- 
ernment. 

Many political analysts consider the investigation 
into Lazarenko not as a concerted effort to expose cor- 
ruption but rather as a power struggle within the so- 
called Dnipropetrovsk “clan,” which still dominates the 
government. President Kuchma, former boss of the 
Dnipropetrovsk rocket plant Yuzhmash, has surrounded 
himself with colleagues from the eastern Ukrainian city. 

In 1996, Kuchma asked Lazarenko to leave his post 
of governor of the Dnipropetrovsk region to become 
deputy prime minister. Lazarenko remained in govern- 
ment until Kuchma fired him. He then established his 
Hromada party and built it up into a significant politi- 
cal force with more than 40 seats in the parliament. Its 
political platform barely differs from that of the People’s 
Democratic Party, the group most closely allied with 
Kuchma. 2 

At his Kyiv press conference in December, 
Lazarenko insisted that he has not broken any Swiss 
laws. But he acknowledged he was a participant in a 
“dirty war” in which each side had overstepped a pre- 
determined line. 

According to Vyacheslav Pikhovshek, an analyst at 
Kyiv’s Independent Centre for Political Research, “this 
means that there was a deal” between Lazarenko and 
those still in power. He says the parties to the deal 
“agreed that they would not break specific rules — and 
these rules have nothing in common with the law.” 

So far, however, nothing has been proven in a court 
of law. It is therefore difficult for an observer to draw 
conclusions about the Lazarenko affair. But two things 
are clear. The investigation is adding to the perception 
abroad that corruption plays a large role in business 
dealings in Ukraine, a perception widely seen as a key 
factor in frightening off foreign investors. Second, it is 
adding to the cynicism with which many ordinary 
Ukrainians view their country’s political leaders. 

The author is a Kyiv-based contributor to RFE/RL. 


should be regarded only in this context.” Potebenko, 
disappointed by the committee’s decision, reiterated 
that, for him, the Lazarenko’s case remains purely 
criminal. In an earlier newspaper interview, 
Lazarenko implied that President Leonid Kuchma is 
stirring up the case for political reasons, with an eye 
to this October’s presidential elections. “Kuchma has 
no alternative,” Lazarenko said. “He can only bet on 
the fight against organized crime and corruption. He 
needs a powerful figure — to slander”. 

Hromada recently named Lazarenko as its presi- 
dential nominee. This nomination gives Lazarenko, 
once the campaign begins officially this spring, ad- 
ditional immunity from prosecution. Only one per- 
cent of potential electors, however — as recent polls 
show — support Lazarenko as a potential president. 

Meanwhile, the Swiss judge Laurent Kasper 
Ansermet invited Lazarenko for interrogation in Swit- 
zerland on March 1-2. Kasper Ansermet had report- 
edly said he did not know what he would do if 
Lazarenko refused to meet him. 


Ukraine’s membership in 
European council threatened 


(RFE/RL)—The Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe has said it will suspend Ukraine’s 
membership unless it “takes steps toward meeting its 
commitments,” Reuters and Ukrainian Television re- 
ported on Jan. 28. 

Two days earlier, the assembly had threatened to sus- 
pend Ukraine unless it fully meets its commitments 
before the June 1999 PACE session. 


It has criticized Ukraine primarily for failing to abol- 
ish the death penalty. Under a presidential moratorium, 
there have been no executions in Ukraine since March 
1997, although courts continue to pass death sentences. 

The assembly is demanding that Ukrainian lawmakers 
adopt the moratorium as law. But lawmakers are resisting 
such a move, arguing that up to 80 percent of the popula- 
tion are opposed to banning the death penalty. 
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Tarasyuk wants positive signal from EU оп membership 


By Ben Partridge 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Borys Tarasyuk has called on the European 
Union to send a clear signal that it will keep 
the door open for Ukraine. 

Speaking in London Feb. 2, he said 
Ukraine’s long-term objective is full member- 
ship in the 15-nation EU, already preparing 
to expand east after opening talks last year 
with five aspiring central European countries. 

Tarasyuk, on a three-day official visit to 
Britain, told the Royal Institute of Interna- 
tional Affairs that his country is seeking EU 
membership as part of “its return to Europe,” 
putting a final end to the artificial division of 
the continent caused by the Cold War. 

“We have joined other Central and East 
European countries in their drive to a united 
Europe. In this case, Ukrainians are not spe- 
cial. They want what most of their neighbors 
want. To have a decent prosperous life which 
we, as a nation, deserve no less than any other 
nation.” 

The EU has opened accession talks with 
five central European countries, Poland, 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Estonia and 
Slovenia, while five others, Romania, Bul- 
garia, Lithuania, Latvia and Slovakia, have 
been told to wait. Our correspondent notes 
there is already considerable opposition to any 
further expansion of the EU. 

Tarasyuk said the collapse of the Soviet 
empire, leading to Ukraine’s 1991 indepen- 
dence, had given his country “a chance to re- 


(JF Monitor)—On February 9 the lead- 
ers of Ukraine’s People’s Democratic Party 
(NDP) and Liberal Party (LPU), Anatoly 
Matvienko and Volodymyr Shcherban, an- 
nounced that they had formed a political 
bloc aimed at building an open See, 

гбазей оп а market economy.s. | оп 

Each called for a wider coalition of cen- 
trist and right-of-centre parties to nominate a 
single candidate for the presidential elections 
this year. They are planning to maintain this 
union for the parliamentary elections of 2002 
as well. Matvienko and Shcherban did not 
specify whom they would like to see as presi- 
dent, but said that their bloc will be directed 
against the leftists — meaning Socialists, 
Communists and the like. 

Several years ago the NDP and the LPU 
— which were initially organized on the 
“clan” principle with powerful regional 
bases — were the strongest rivaling forces 
among Ukraine’s nascent centrist political 
parties. The NDP is still commonly called 
“the party of power” by a large number of 
high state officials in its ranks. Now, both 
the NDP and the LPU are experiencing hard 

times. A political union might mean sur- 


Two centrist parties join forces 


“tration, and the ІРО unofficial No. 2, : 


turn to our place among the European na- 
tions,” although he was not so “naive” as to 
expect EU membership in the near future. 
He welcomed the decision of the Vienna 
EU summit in December to formulate a strat- 
egy for EU-Ukraine relations. But he said he 
is hoping for a more viable EU strategy on 
possible membership to emerge than the “deli- 
cate, small signals” received so far. 
Tarasyuk said EU membership for Ukraine 
would correspond with the ideals of European 
integration, with the EU’s founding acts, and 
would strengthen regional stability and pros- 


perity. 

He called for an opening of the EU’s mar- 
kets for Ukrainian exports, and also for a lib- 
eralization of the visa regime between Ukraine 
and the EU, saying this would avoid new di- 
visions in Europe. The eventual aim was the 
free movement of peoples. 

He understood EU caution on this, saying, 
unfortunately Ukraine has become one of the 
routes for illegal immigration, drug traffick- 
ing and smuggling. But the EU and Ukraine 
should combat “this negative phenomenon 
together” by adopting common action to 
strengthen Ukraine’s northern and eastern 
borders. 

Ukraine was preparing for its long-term 
goal of EU membership by cooperating in the 
areas of justice, home affairs, cross-border 
cooperation, and adapting its legislation to EU 
norms. He called on the EU to draw up a white 
paper, or policy document, that would specify 


vival for both of them. 

In 1994-1996 the LPU was at its zenith, 
uniting the powerful Donetsk industrial 
elite. It grew significantly weaker in 1996 
after Volodymyr Shcherban was sacked as 
the head of the Donetsk Region adminis- 


Yevhen Shcherban, was assassinated. Last 
November, several regional organizations 
of the LPU tried unsuccessfully to oust 
Volodymyr Shcherban from the party, ac- 
cusing him of authoritarianism, which ef- 
fectively split the LPU. 

The NDP is currently on verge of a split 
over attitude toward Leonid Kuchma’s sec- 
ond presidential bid. Kuchma has still not 
reacted to the NDP public letter listing elec- 
toral conditions for him as a presidential 
candidate, which was aimed at preventing 
a split in the party. 

Meanwhile, the NDP faction in parlia- 
ment, second in size only to the Commu- 
nist faction, is gradually shrinking. Many 
of those who had joined the faction to be 
closer to the apparent power base are leav- 
ing it now that the NDP is apparently fall- 
ing out of favor with Kuchma. 


Kuchma wards off leftist 
attempt to abolish presidency 


(JF Monitor)—President Leonid Kuchma 
has nipped an attempt of leftists to begin the 
process of abolishing presidency in Ukraine 
in the bud. 

On January 28, he vetoed the motion on 
abolishing the post of president, which the 
parliament passed on Jan. 14 by a vote of 237- 
26. Parliament had first sent the motion to the 
Constitutional Court, for it to rule on whether 
the bill contradicts the constitution. 

Commenting on Kuchma’s decision, deputy 
chief-of-staff Leonid Pidpalov said that the 
motion had been submitted to the court with 
numerous procedural irregularities — with the 
inference left open that the irregularities were 
Kuchma’s reason for his veto. 

Now the leftists and their allies in parlia- 
ment — the Hromada party of former Pre- 
mier Pavlo Lazarenko — will need a two- 
thirds majority (300 votes) to override 
Kuchma’s veto, 


The opposition stands virtually no chance 
of mustering such a majority. The leftists 
managed to pass the bill on Jan. 14, but only 
on a third attempt, and then only due to unex- 
pected support from a portion of the gener- 
ally pro-presidential United Social Demo- 
cratic Party faction. 

The leftists — in particular the Communist 
Party and the radical Progressive Socialists 
— had proclaimed abolishing the Ukrainian 
presidency as one of their main goals. With- 
out a president, it would be easy for the leftist 
majority in parliament to take the full power 
in the country and halt reforms. 

The “red,”” however, could benefit were а 
president elected from their ranks. In an in- 
terview with newspaper “Den,” Communist 
Party leader Petro Symonenko said that were 
he to win the upcoming elections, he would 
use his power as president to reverse the eco- 
nomic and political course. 


the “main political, legal, social and economic 
parameters” of Ukraine’s integration into the 
EU, and how to reach them. 

He said another issue of utmost importance 
to Ukraine is its permanent participation in 
the European Conference, a pan-European 
forum that would allow it to join in on de- 
bates on environmental protection, regional 
cooperation and crime control. 

Tarasyuk also said Europe’s future depends 
on how successful it is in building a system of 
collective security, stability and mutual trust in 
what he called the “Euro-Atlantic area.” 

“The North Atlantic Alliance has played, 
and will continue to play, a pivotal role in this 
process. We view NATO as an established 
structure which has been an anchor of stabil- 
ity for half a century of controversial Euro- 
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pean history. We are convinced that Europe 
still needs NATO’s competence and strength.” 

He said Ukraine regards the enlargement 
of NATO “as an expansion of democracy and 
guaranteed stability in Europe.” He looked 
forward to the prospect of further coopera- 
tion with NATO at the Ukraine-NATO com- 
mission summit in Washington in April. 

He also said his country wants friendly, 
mutually beneficial relations with all its neigh- 
bors, Russia, first of all. He said both have 
inherited a difficult heritage, but are coping 
with it. He cited the successful agreement on 
the Black Sea fleet, "опе of the success sto- 
ries of the divorce process” after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. He said: “We are in the 
process of learning how to do business to- 
gether as sovereign nations.” 


Whet your appetite for the ESO's upcoming “Journey Through Ukraine” with a 


Concert Chat 
with two Maestros 


Come and join a lively conversation with 
Maestro Grzegorz Nowak 
and Maestro Virko Baley 


This evening is oe by the Ukrainian 
Professional and Business Club of Edmonton 
and the. Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
as part of the Shevchenko Lecture series. 


Take this unique opportunity to hear 
two intemationally known Maestros talk 
about Ukrainian music, its practitioners, 
and its significance to Canadian music 
lovers and concertgoers. 


Tickets 

$10 admission ($5 students & seniors) 
available from: 

° CIUS (492-2972) 

* Ukrainian Bookstore (422-4255) 

» Tix on the Square (420-1! 757) 
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MC Roman Brytan with Luba Goy 


Bilash-Watkin School of Music and Dance 


CYMK Choir with Plast Ukrainian Scouts 
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**Kids helping Kids” 
packs Jubilee 


Benefit concert features wide array of talent 


By Marco Levytsky 

A near capacity crowd filled the 2700-seat 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium in Ed- 
monton Feb. 6 for the first annual Ukrainian 
Montage “Kids Helping Kids” Charity Ben- 
efit Concert. 

The show, which was produced in order to 
raise funds in aid of Ukrainian Orphanages 
and Social Service Projects featured an array 
of talent not seen together on one stage in Ed- 
monton since Festival 88. 

For the first time all four of Edmonton’s 
premier dance groups — Shumka, 
Cheremosh, Volya and Vohon — performed 
under one roof. They were joined by St. Bas- 
il’s Kupalo, Dansation, the junior groups 
Cheremshyna, Yuna Volya and Vohonetz. 

Also performing were Edmonton’s CYMK 
Youth and Dnipro choirs, the Plast Ukrainian 
Scouts, the Heruvymy a capella quartet, the 
Migrena and Haydamaky bands, Romko the 
Ukrainian Fiddler, and soloists Roman 
Miroutenko and Thor Bohdan. Another solo- 
ist, Luba Bilash had been scheduied to ap- 
pear, but had to cancel at the last minute be- 
cause her child had an accident the day of the 
performance. 

Out-of-town performers included the 
Bilash-Watkin School of Music and Dance 
from Winnipeg, and special guest star 
Torontonian Luba Goy of “Royal Canadian 
Air Farce” fame. 

The idea for such a special benefit concert 
was the inspiration of the show’s producers, 
Peter and Anne Grabowski of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 
They organized an Executive Committee — 
the Ukrainian Canadian Showcase — consist- 
ing of Peter as President, Anne as Secretary, 
Fr. Don Bodnar as Vice President, Bill 
Rudnitski as Treasurer and both Archbishop 
John Stinka of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church and Bishop Laurence Huculak of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church as Honourary 
Chairmen. 


The show, which took a year to prepare was 
organized by a committee consisting of Leona 
Chmiliar-Bergman, Patricia Helmak, Mary 
Kokotilo, Tammy Komarnisky, Mike 
Semchuk, Mary Semchuk, plus countless vol- 
unteers. 

And what a show it was! 

Goy delighted the audience with her por- 
trayal of such characters as Queen Elizabeth 
І, a baba from Smoky Lake, as well as her 
banter with Master of Ceremonies Roman 
Brytan, during which she related her own ex- 
periences at an orphanage during a time when 
day care was not available, her childhood in 
the Ukrainian Youth Association SUM and 
mimicked several politicians including Jean 
Chrétien, Sheila Copps and an especially in- 
spired Joe Clark, which had the audience roll- 
ing in the aisles. 

The musical performances were quite di- 
verse. Migrena and Haydamaky, both created 
by ethnic Ukrainians from Bosnia, were up- 
beat and energetic. Heruvymy with their ren- 
ditions of Church and folk music were en- 
chanting with their voices. The choirs per- 
formed with their usual majestic flair. The 
Bilash-Watkins School provided some unique 
violin arrangements, as did Romko, who gave 
a country flavour to the evening. 

As usual, the Hopaks performed by the dif- 
ferent groups proved to be the crowd pleasers. 
Cheremosh finished off the first half, while 
Shumka closed the show. 

Especially interesting was the Hopak per- 
formed by Dansation which mixed in a tradi- 
tional Hopak with a tap-dancing one choreo- 
graphed to the same music for a unique fu- 
sion of styles. 


PHOTOS — 
ROMAN PETRIW 


St. Basil’s Kupalo Dancers 
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Five agreements signed during Chrétien's Kyiv visit 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien on 
Jan. 28 witnessed the signing of five 
bilateral agreements between 
Canada and Ukraine, following a 
meeting with Ukrainian Prime Min- 
ister Valeriy Pustovoytenko. 

“These agreement signal Cana- 
da’s resolve to provide concrete as- 
sistance to the new Ukraine as she 
continues down the road of politi- 
cal and economic reform, “ said 
Chrétien. 

“Our visit to Ukraine has helped 
to broaden our bilateral relationship 
and has served as a timely forum to 
discuss key issues of common con- 
cem.” 

Signed were: 

« ABilateral Air Transport Agree- 
ment, the first concluded between 
the two countries, allows Canadian 
and Ukrainian airlines to gain simi- 
lar route rights and operating flex- 
ibility through code sharing. Air 
Canada, which is not operating its 
own aircraft on the route, entered the 
bilateral market via code-sharing 
with Lufthansa on July 15, 1997. Air 
Ukraine began twice weekly service 
to Toronto on January 3, 1998. The 
agreement was signed by Canadian 
International Trade Minister Sergio 
Marchi, and Ukrainian Minister of 
Transportation Ivan Dankevych. 

e Under a Memorandum of Un- 
derstanding on Cooperation on 
Landmine Destruction, Canada and 
Ukraine will work together on the 
destruction of the anti-personnel 
mines stockpiled throughout the 
country. Canada will provide finan- 
cial, material and technical assis- 
tance towards this effort and will 
seek additional support from other 
donors. In return, Ukraine has un- 
dertaken to sign the Ottawa 
landmine ban convention “in the 
nearest future”. Marchi and Ukrai- 
nian Foreign Affairs Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk signed the agreement. 

e A Memorandum of Understand- 
ing on Education Cooperation out- 
lines Canada‘s capacities in distance 
learning and the establishment of a 
Canadian studies program in 
Ukraine. In addition, it provides a 
framework and guiding principles 
for the establishment of a Canadian 
Learning Centre (CLC) at the Em- 
bassy. The agreement will also set 


the stage for CLC links with seven 
leading universities in Ukraine to 
promote Canadian education capaci- 
ties. CLC operations will have a 
three-fold purpose: (1) to provide 
direct access to the Ukrainian mar- 
ket for Canadian education services 
and products; (2) to showcase Ca- 
nadian technology mediated ser- 
vices to targeted audiences in 
Ukraine, and; (3) to bring the excel- 
lence of our education capacities in 
Canada to the attention of Ukrainian 
students at all levels. The agreement 
was signed by Minister Marchi and 
Valentyn Zaychuck, Ukrainian Min- 
ister of Education. 

¢ A Memorandum of Understand- 
ing on Climate Change highlights 
cooperation between Canada and 
Ukraine on climate change issues, 
in particular, joint projects that re- 
duce net greenhouse gas emissions 
in Ukraine. Activities envisaged 
under the agreement include: inter- 
action between climate change 
project offices, information ex- 
change on project criteria and pro- 
cedures, cooperation on the science 
of climate change, and the promo- 
tion of joint activities among the 
private sector, public sector, and 
NGO’s. Signing on behalf of Canada 
was Marchi, and on behalf of 
Ukraine was Vassil Shevchuck, 
Minister of Environmental Protec- 
tion and Nuclear Safety. 

e A Memorandum of Understand- 
ing on Geomatics outlines the imple- 
mentation of cooperative projects in 
the field of Geomatics between 
Canada and Ukraine. The agree- 
ment, initiated by the Department of 
Natural Resources’ Canadian Cen- 
tre for Remote Sensing, reflects on- 
going Canada-Ukraine cooperation 
on the Chornobyl] Geographic Infor- 
mation System Project. Marchi and 
Minister of Emergency Situations 
and Chornobyl Affairs Valery 
Kalchenko signed the document. 

The prime minister also noted that 
three other agreements have been 
finalized with the government of 
Ukraine in recent days: 

e A Memorandum of Understand- 
ing on Genetically Engineered Plant 
Products is intended to assist 
Ukraine in the development of a 
regulatory framework for dealing 
with biotechnology products. The 


proposed framework is modelled 
after the Canadian regulatory sys- 
tem around which Ukraine is cur- 
rently developing legislation. 

» Notes were exchanged concern- 
ing the Treaty of Mutual Legal As- 
sistance in Criminal Matters 
(MLAT). The purpose of the Treaty 
is to assist police and prosecutors in 
obtaining evidence located in other 
jurisdictions. 

»- A Memorandum of Understand- 
ing on Cooperation in the Field of 
Plant Quarantine will promote co- 
operation between Canada and 
Ukraine in the field of plant quar- 
antine to prevent the introduction 
and spread of quarantive pests and 
diseases between the two countries. 
In addition, Canada has also an- 
nounced a series of technical assis- 
tance projects through the Canadian 
International Development Agency. 
The projects involve: Beef and For- 
age Development, Land 
Privatization and Farm Reorganiza- 
tion, Controlling Corruption in the 
Public Sector, Parliamentary Re- 
source Centre, Micro, Small and 
Medium-sized Enterprise Lines of 
Credit, Crimea Women in Business 
and Leader development 

Chrétien also announced seven 
new technical cooperation projects, 
through CIDA, to be carried out be- 
tween the two countries. 

The Saskatchewan Trade and Ex- 
port Partnership will take the lead 
on a Beef and Forage Development 
Project, to help Ukraine improve the 
regulation and management of its 
beef and forage industries. A total 
of 225 Ukrainian specialists will be 
trained under this project, and Ukrai- 
nian beef cattle stocks will improve 
as a result of the introduction of 
Canadian beef genetics. 

A Land Privatization and Farm 
Reorganization Project with the In- 
ternational Finance Corporation will 
help Ukraine to improve and make 
changes to its laws and regulations 
related to land reform. Through a 
model training and reorganization 
initiative in one district, this project 
will also help accelerate farm reor- 
ganization throughout the country 
and help establish private ownership 
of farms in Ukraine. 

Canada’s Department of Justice 
will work with Ukraine’s Ministry 


Canada aids Dnipro water project 


By Carol Масіуог 

(RFE/RL)—A Canadian aid 
project is helping clean up Ukraine’s 
water supply. In the aftermath of 
Chornobyl and decades of industrial 
and ecological degradation, it is es- 
timated that 70 percent of Ukraine’s 
population lives in environmentally 
hazardous areas. 

One of the “victims” is the 
Dnipro, Ukraine’s largest river, 
which empties into the Black Sea. 
It provides drinking water for 33 
million people — about two-thirds 
of the population. Nearly 20 million 
cubic metres of untreated effluent 
and sewage is dumped into the river 
each year, causing a variety of health 
problems and resulting in lower ag- 
ricultural output. 

This is where Canada enters the 
picture, with a C$3.5 million aid 
project by the International Devel- 
opment Research Centre — IDRC 
for short. 

Its director of the Central and 
Eastern European office, Jean 
Guilmette, says the project is de- 
signed “ to strengthen the ability of 
Ukrainian institutions to manage the 
Dnipro system, particularly encour- 
aging the exchange of information 
and experience between Ukrainian 


agencies.” He adds that “this may 
not sound like much, but it repre- 
sents a major shift in mentality. Pre- 
viously, everything they did was 
organized out of Moscow and these 
various departments and agencies 
did not talk to each other.” 

Guilmette’s group started with a 
study of pollution levels in the 
Dnipro — but on the understanding 
that the three agencies that previ- 
ously had separate responsibility for 
various parts of the river system 
would have to work together or the 
project was off. 

Guilmette says “they did that and 
it opened their eyes to the possibili- 
ties of co-operation at a practical 
level and that’s important because 
the theory of what we are talking 
about is hard to understand unless 
you see it in practice on a day-to- 
day basis.” 

The project is now focusing on the 
southern industrial city of 
Zaporizhia which is on the Dnipro. 
Because of upstream river pollution 
and the 1,100 industrial plants that 
provide jobs for the city’s 900,000 
residents, Zaporizhia is, according 
to Guilmette, “a virtual toxic dump 
site.” 

Canada has introduced new tech- 


nology that is saving time and 
money in locating the frequent 
breaks and leaks in the city’s anti- 
quated water system and speeding 
up the time it takes to repair the dam- 


age. 
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of Justice to promote integrity 
among public servants, through the 
Controlling Corruption in the Pub- 
lic Sector Project. This project will 
provide key players in the Ukrainian 
government with information on 
concepts and practices related to po- 
litical, judicial and bureaucratic pro- 
cesses, with the aim of helping 
Ukraine to develop a strategy to pre- 
vent, detect and act against corrup- 
tion in government. 

A Parliamentary Resource Centre 
Project will be managed by the 
Toronto branch of Canadian Friends 
of Ukraine. The project will improve 
the capacity of Ukraine’s National 
Parliamentary Library and the Sec- 
retariat of the Parliament of Ukraine 
to function as effective sources of 
information, research and analysis 
for its parliamentary clients. The 
project will also set up a Canadian 
Resource Centre as part of the li- 
brary collection. Through a Micro, 
Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise 
Line of Credit Project, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Devel- 


opment will assign Canadian credit 
advisors to Ukrainian bank, to help 
improve the financial services avail- 
able to Ukrainian en , and 
to strengthen the capacity of the 
banking sector in general. 

A Crimea Women in Business 
Project will complement other ac- 
tivities of the Crimea Integrated De- 
velopment Project, being managed 
by the United Nations Development 
Program. This project aims to in- 
crease family incomes by creating 
self-employment opportunities for 
women and to develop or expand 
existing small enterprises. Some 150 
new jobs in specific communities in 
the Crimea are expected to be cre- 
ated as a result. 

The Leader Project with the Ri- 
chard Ivey School of Business at the 
University of Western Ontario will 
continue to send Canadian MBA 
students to Ukraine over the next 
two years. Students will lead courses 
on modern business practices in 
such areas as finance, marketing. 
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Найманці з України заполонили 
чеський ринок праці 


Андрій Шевченко 

(KBYB)—Y Чехії працює близько ста тисяч нелегальних робітників з 
України. Таку статистику оприлюднив консул України в Чехії Ігор Притула. 

Незалежні експерти називають і вдвічі більшу цифру. Консул вважає, що 
нелегальній трудовій міграції з України насамперед «сприяє чеське 
законодавство», яке не передбачає відповідальности за використання праці 
нелегальних робітників. Вихідці з України наймаються переважно на 
некваліфіковану фізичну працю в будівництві, сільському господарстві, сфері 
побуту. Аби зекономити гроші, вони здебільшого живуть у жахливих умовах 
і часто стають жертвами шахрайства чи інших злочинів як з боку чеських 
працедавців, так і з боку українських злочинців, які контролюють цей вид 
заробітку. 

За відомостями чеського Міністерства внутрішніх справ, на громадян України 
припадає сорок відсотків злочинів, здійснених у Чехії іноземцями. Нелегальні 
заробітчани приїздять до Чехії, як і до інших країн Східної Європи та Росії, 
здебільшого із Західної України (найбільше - із Закарпаття). 


Черговим Президентом має стати... 


(КБУВ) -За даними «Соціс-Геллап», близько 60 відсотків українців визначилися, 
за кого голосуватимуть на президентських виборах у жовтні нинішнього року. 
Несподівано найбільше прихильників - 15 відсотків - виявилося у Наталії Вітренко, 
лідера Прогресивної соціалістичної партії. 

На другому місці - нинішній Президент Леонід Кучма: за нього проголосувало 
б 13 відсотків виборців. По 10 відсотків виборців готові голосувати за лідера 
соціалістів Олександра Мороза та головного комуніста Петра Симоненка. 
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Полонені 
українські 
морякі 
повернулися на 
батьківщину 


Андрій Шевченко 

(KBYB)—B Україну повернулися 
четверо моряків, яких більше місяця 
утримувало в Сомалі одне з місцевих 
племен, 

Одеську яхту та екіпаж затримали 28 
грудня, звинувативши у незаконному 
вилові риби. У моряків відібрали всі 
гроші, тому вони понад місяць не могли 
повернутися додому. Судячи із 
суперечливих повідомлень, сомалійці 
продали їхню яхту. 

Ні викрадачі, ні сомалійська влада 
жодної компенсації бранцям не надали. 
Повернувшись до Іллічівська, моряки 
розповіли, що Новий рік їм довелося 
зустрічати на піску просто на березі 
моря, де вони жили перші дні після 
затримання. Врешті-решт, моряків 
вдалося повернути додому коштом 
українського МЗС. 


Конєтитуційний 
Суд має 
розглянути 
справу 
смертної кари 


Андрій Шевченко 

(КБУВ)--Питання скасування 
смертної кари в Україні обгово- 
рюватиме Конституційний Суд. Член 
парламентської фракції РУХу Роман 
Зварич повідомив, що група депутатів 
підготувала відповідне подання, 
повернувшись із засідання Парла- 
ментської Асамблеї Ради Європи. 

Як відомо, Україна, вступаючи до 
цієї організації, взяла на себе 
зобов'язання скасувати смертну кару, 
однак досі цього не зробила. Через 
це Україні неодноразово погрожували 
виключенням з Ради Європи. Вос- 
таннє її зобов'язали юри-дично 
оформити відмову від смертної кари 
до літньої сесії Парламентської 
Асамблеї РЄ. 

В Україні продовжують виносити 
смертні вироки, але діє мораторій 
на їх виконання. У Верховній Раді 
відповідні зміни до Кримінального 
кодексу блокуються. Тому прихиль- 
ники скасування смертної кари 
вирішили заручитися висновками про 
правомірність такої міри покарання 
через Конституційний Суд, рішення 
якого є остаточними і оскарженю 
не підлягають. 


Ткаченко домагається 
входження України до 
Міжпарламентської 
Асамблеї СНД 


України Олександр Ткаченко, якого 
останіми днями критикують за його 
проросійські висловлювання та «бра- 
тання» з одіозним президентом Бєларусі 
О. Лукашенком -- голосить ідеї 
«слов'янської єдности» заявив у Києві, 
що Верховна Рада України найближчим 
часом проголосує за входження до Між- 
парламентської Асамблеї Співдружности 
Незалежних Держав. Питання про 
входження до МА СНД неодноразово 
виносилося на розгляд Верховної Ради 
лівими фракціями, і щоразу безрезуль- 
татно - виникали гострі дискусії, кілька 
разів доходило до бійок. 2-го лютого, в 
перший день третьої сесії парламенту, 
воно постало знову, і через це депутатам 
не вдалося затвердити в цілому порядок 
денний з лютого по липень нинішнього 
року. 

Члени фракції РУХу заявляють, що 
в разі чергового розгляду цього питання 
вони застосують «нову зброю» протидії 
зрадницьким намірам комуністів. 


Україна бореться з 
грипом 


(КБУВ)--За прогнозами лікарів, 
більшість великих міст України 3 дня 
на день буде охоплена епідемією грипу. 
Пік захворюваности очікується в середині 
лютого. 

Поетапно припинено навчання в усіх 
школах Запоріжжя, Дніпропетровська, 
Донецька, Луганська, Києва, багатьох 
менших міст. Вірус грипу «А-Сідней», 
який прийшов в Україну з Росії, особливо 
небезпечний для дітей та людей похилого 
віку. 

Тим часом на Запоріжжі зареєстровано 
сибірську відміну грипу. Цю особливо 
небезпечну інфекцію було виявлено 
ветеринарами, які обстежували свинину, 
призначену для продажу. Здоров'я 
госпіталізованих людей не викликає 
побоювань. 


"(КБУВ) Голова Верховної Ради" 
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Crossholds ribbon that says keep out. A temporary fence was placed around the church to prevent vandals or 


school children from the school nearby from coming in. 


Grindrod Church lost to fire 


Oldest practicing Ukrainian Catholic Church in B.C. 


By Sally Scales, 
Shoppers’ Guide weekly newspaper Salmon Arm, B.C. 

The oldest practising Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
British Columbia bummed to the ground recently. A spark 
from a candle or incense burner during the | p.m. ser- 
vice on Jan. 24, probably smouldered all afternoon and 
evening until the entire church was engulfed in flames 
just before midnight. A fire truck from nearby Enderby 
was unable to extinguish the fire. Lawrie Skolrood, fire 
prevention officer for the Regional District of North 
Okanagan in Vernon, completed his investigation on 
Jan. 27 and announced it was an accidental fire. 

Saint Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Grindrod was completed in 1924. On the church build- 
ing committee were Kost Scherba, Gregory Bohonous 
and Dmytro Iinytski. “A history of the Ukrainian people 
in Grindrod” is an article in the 1979 Okanagan His- 
torical Society report, written by Dolores Weber of 
Enderby. It states, “Mr. Carlin had previously sold the 
Ukrainian community land for a cemetery for $60 and 
had donated six lots for a church in 1922.” 

In 1943, the church still had 2x4s inside. Many early 
settlers moved away or passed on, and many young 
members married into English-speaking families, Even- 
tually, the church was finished inside. It sat unused af- 
ter 1971. 

In 1978, the church committee obtained a grant of 
$500 from the Enderby Historical Society to clean the 
yard and cemetery and to paint the exterior of the 
church. Restoration of the interior continued. In 1978, 
Father Sheffield of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Salmon Arm obtained permission from Bishop Jerome 
Chimy, head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in New 
Westminster, to hold services in the church four times 
a year. 

In 1985, services were held twice-monthly, in En- 
glish by a visiting priest from St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Vernon. Later, Deacon Andrew 
Kyszka of Vernon held services in the Grindrod church 
during the summer months. 

Rick Kohut, who lives across the street from the 
church, has been cutting the lawn for many years, and 
has been snowplowing recently. He took tour buses 
through the church in the years when it was seldom 


Grindrod church as it was. 


used. 

New life was breathed into the historic Grindrod 
church in 1996, when a number of people from the 
Vernon congregation who preferred to have services in 
English, received permission from Bishop Severian 
Yakymyshyn of New Westminster to use St. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Grindrod for Sun- 
day services. 

The church drew its membership from Vernon, 
Armstrong, Enderby, Salmon Arm, Sicamous, and just 
a couple of people from Grindrod. Their priest was 
Father Volodymir Bilous of Vernon, who had arrived 
from Ukraine with his wife and three little daughters 
in June, 1995. Having been in Canada less than a year, 
but very willing to serve the congregation in English, 
services began the week after Easter, 1996. At the feast 
day held on July 14, 1996, a pot-luck lunch was en- 
joyed in the Grindrod Community Hall following a 
bilingual divine liturgy. 

Bruce Munro,-president of the congregation, ex- 
plained the condition of the church and appealed for 
donations for repairs so its life can be extended an- 
other 30 years. Many repairs had already been com- 
pleted in the previous two years with money from the 
bishop, because the metal roof leaked, much of the floor 
was rotten from rain, new boards and vinyl siding were 
replaced under the roof, and holes were plugged to keep 
out birds and wasps. 

The generosity of the bishop, the Vernon parish, the 
Enderby Catholic Women’s League, visitors at the 
praznyk, and members of the small congregation, en- 
abled the work to continue. Because the church did not 
have a tax-exemption number, donations were made 
through St. Josaphat’s Church in Vernon. The church 
was cold during that first winter of regular weekly ser- 
vices because it had no heat and the walls had no insu- 
lation. A propane heater barely took the chill off, but 
services continued. During a midnight mass, beeswax 
candles were lit in the chandelier, and clumps of wax 
fell to the floor during the service. 

In 1997, the church was wired for electricity and an 
electric furnace was installed in the entry. Repairs were 
made to the crumbling concrete foundation so the build- 
ing would not sag. Improvements to the inside contin- 
ued. The Eparchy of New Westminster placed insur- 
ance on the building. In 1998, new kneelers were added 
to the pews, glass in the windows was resealed and the 
frames were painted. The congregation served a Ukrai- 
nian supper every year at the senior citizen’s centre in 
Enderby to 100 people at each of two sittings. The next 
one will be on May 1, 1999. Members held a praznyk 
every July and went carolling every Christmas. 

The first recent baptism was in 1997: Tia Foster, aged 
4. Last year, 1998, saw the first communion for Violet 
Munro, Marianna Bilous and Candice Foster; a wed- 
ding by the parish in the Roman Catholic Church in 
Salmon Arm; and a funeral at the end of the year of the 
church treasurer, Amelia Rosoman. Plans for 1999 were 
to continue working on the foundation and replace the 
siding on the exterior. Now that the church building 
has burned, the congregation will use St. Ann’s Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Enderby for services on a tem- 
porary basis. Bishop Severian plans to rebuild the 
church, and will consult with the congregation on the 
location. It may be built in a larger, more central com- 
munity than Grindrod. The parish had an enthusiastic 

spirit that continues even now, when the loss of its 
church is felt with great sadness. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to the building 
fund can send a cheque to St. Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish, Box 162, Grindrod, B.C. VOE 1Y0. 
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Kuzmuk decries lack of funds 


(RFE/RL)—Defense Minister Oleksandr Kuzmuk said on Jan. 29 
that the Ukrainian army will stagnate in 1999 because of a lack of 
funds, AP reported. 

Kuzmuk said the 1.7 billion hryvni (C$740 million) pledged for 
defense in the budget is “nothing for a country like Ukraine.” 

He said insufficient funding in previous years has resulted in wage 
arrears of six months for many officers and soldiers. 

The military has no money for “modernizing, training, or buying 
weapons,” he added. 

The Ukraine military has some 320,000 personnel, about one-third 
of its strength when the Soviet Union collapsed. 


Newsbriefs 


Cabinet reshuffle continues 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma has appointed 
Andriy Honcharuk as minister for foreign economic relations and 
Raisa Bohatyryova as health minister. Until now, both served as deputy 


ministers. The appointments follow a cabinet shakeup last month in | 


which Kuchma fired First Deputy Prime Minister Anatoliy 
Holubchenko, three ministers, and four deputy ministers. Holubchenko 
on Jan. 28 was appointed first deputy chairman of the State Property 
Fund, a government agency dealing with privatization of state assets. 


Leftists attack immunity vote 

(Eastern Economist)—During the Feb. 2 parliamentary session, the 
Socialist and Peasant parties electoral bloc criticized plans for a ref- 
erendum concerning abolition of deputy immunity, calling it “the next 
political adventure.” The faction says the immunity question is just a 
pretext to call a referendum, the real reason for which will be a sec- 
ond question that will be included on ballot papers — prolonging the 
term in office of President Kuchma. 


Nuclear officials appeal for funds 
(RFE/RL)—Some 28 Ukrainian nuclear energy officials have warned 
of a deepening crisis in their struggling industry and appealed to the 
government for more money, AP reported on Feb. 8. A letter signed 
by nuclear plant directors, scientists, and energy executives says the 
failure of consumers to pay their bills has left nuclear plants unable to 
pay wages or upgrade aging equipment. Nuclear officials also said 
that existing energy facilities in the country are inadequate and that 
many nuclear plants are operating in dangerous conditions. 


Deputy questions IMF relationship 
(RFE/RL)—Adam Martynyuk, the first deputy speaker of the Ukrai- 
nian parliament, said on Feb. 8 that the legislature will debate Kyiv’s 
relationship with the IMF, Reuters reported. Martynyuk, who leads a 
Communist bloc in the parliament, said “even a portion of the execu- 
tive branch [is]starting to understand that it is time to reject the dic- 
tates of the IMF and the World Bank.” He said the government is not 
implementing its own program but “the parameters of the IMF memo- 
randum.” 


Tkachenko wants to keep death penalty 
(RFE/RL)—Parliamentary speaker Oleksandr Tkachenko said the par- 
liament will debate a ban on capital punishment in the coming months, 
even though he is personally opposed to its abolition, AP reported on 
Feb. 3. Tkachenko argued that too many Ukrainians favor the death 
penalty, particularly as the trial of Anatoliy Onoprienko — accused 
of killing 52 people — continues. The Council of Europe’s Parlia- 
mentary Assembly recently reminded Kyiv of its 1995 commitment 
to ban the death penalty. President Leonid Kuchma has decreed a 
moratorium on the practice. 


. Ukrainians join Kosovo mission 
(Eastern Economist)—Five Ukrainian officers went to Kosovo Jan. 
28 to take part in an observation mission of the Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in Europe. The total number of Ukrainian 
Defense Ministry representatives in the observation mission will be 
21. The main aim of the mission is to observe fulfillment of UN reso- 
lutions concerning stabilization of the situation in Kosovo. 


Italian president pledges assistance 
(RFE/RL)—Visiting Italian President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro on Jan. 
27 called for international assistance to help Ukraine overcome its 
financial problems, saying that Ukraine “can count on Italy’s sup- 
port. We cannot work miracles, but we can guarantee a real, concrete 
friendship.” He added that Italy will promote Ukraine’s interests at 
World Bank and IMF meetings. 


Ukrainians delinquent on utility payments 
(RFE/RL)—Government officials said on Feb. 3 that more than one- 
third of all housing and utility bills in 1998 were unpaid, AP reported. 
The State Statistics Committee said the debt for unpaid services 
reached 3.48 billion hryvni ($1 billion) as of Jan. 10, up from 2.49 
billion hryvni the previous year. The committee also reported that 
inflation in January was 1.5 percent, down from 3.3 percent in De- 
cember. The government has forecast a 19.1 percent rate for this year, 
compared with 20 percent in 1998. 


Ukrainian flights over Alaska 

(Eastern Economist)—As part of the preparations for Ukrainian par- 
ticipation in the Open Skies Treaty, from Feb. 8 till Feb. 14 Ukrainian 
military officials will take part in a Ukrainian-American series of train- 
ing observation flights over US territory. It is the third such mission. 
The flights will be over Alaska state, observing objects which were 
proposed by the Ukrainian side. 
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Dr. Sysyn lectures on the status of 
Orthodox Christianity in Ukraine 


Dr. Roman Yereniuk 
Associate Professor, St. Andrew’s College 

Dr. Frank Sysyn, Director of the Peter Jacyk Centre 
for Ukrainian Historical Research, Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta, pre- 
sented an in depth lecture entitled “Ukrainian Ortho- 
doxy on the Eve of the New Millennium” to a group of 
60 church and community leaders, as well as students 
at St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg on Nov. 22, 1998. 
The event was hosted by the Centre for Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Studies, with the support of St. Andrew’s Col- 
lege and the Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada 
(National Executive). Dr. Natalia Aponiuk, Director of 
the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies chaired the 
lecture proceedings. 

Dr. Sysyn enlightened all present with the large se- 
ries of events in Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the period 
1989-1998. He individually provided details of the or- 
ganizational processes for the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church (Moscow Patriarchate), Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church and the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church (Kyivan Patriarchate). In addition he 
recounted the major figures of these three ecclesiasti- 
cal bodies as well as compared their developments to 
those in the re-established Ukrainian Catholic Church. 
Likewise, he furnished information on how the 
diaspora, especially the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in the USA and Metropolitan Mystyslav were involved 
in the events of the last decade. Dr. Sysyn also pro- 
vided the latest data on the numbers of parishes in each 
jurisdiction and how each jurisdiction had geographi- 
cal strengths and weaknesses. Lastly, he commented 
on the problem of church-state relations, in the task of 
nation building in Ukraine over the last seven years. 

Dr. Sysyn then proceeded to provide data on various 
models for the unity of Orthodoxy in Ukraine and com- 
mented on them — Greek, Russian, Bulgarian, and 
Macedonian. He especially emphasized that all these 
models have shortcomings, yet there was a need for a 
indigenous Ukrainian model that would emphasize the 
historic reality of the periods of Kyivan Rus’, XVI- 


XVII centuries (Hetmanate) and the XXth century with 
a strong spiritual, cultural, and linguistic identity. 

In his next section, Dr. Sysyn spoke of the most re- 
cent developments in the diaspora, especially the Oc-. 
tober-November 1998 visitation to the USA of Patri- 
arch Filaret (Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyivan 
Patriarchate). he especially provided insights on the 
parishes in the USA that are in the process of joining 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyivan Patriarch- 
ate. 

Later in his presentation, Sysyn compared and con- 
trasted the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in USA, in their re- 
spective 1990 and 1995 decisions to be placed in the 
jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Constantinople. 

Further, Dr. Sysyn commented on several issues that 
need clarification for further study and development. 
These included the following: 

e We need a clarification of the 1686 act of the sub- 
jugation of the Kyivan Metropolitanate under the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate. Likewise we need an interpretation 
of the 1924 Tomos that established the Orthodox 
Church in Poland (Ukrainian-Belarusian lands) and its 
rejection of the 1686 act. 

» We need a clear ecclesiastical policy оп “who can 
serve with whom” (not only in Ukraine but also in the 
diaspora), and , 

» We need a clarification of the response of “neutral- 
ity” of many figures on the issue of Orthodoxy in 
Ukraine. In fact, he challenged those present that one 
cannot be “neutral” on such an issue. 

In conclusion, he called forth the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church in the diaspora to do more works of char- 
ity in Ukraine (vis-a-vis parishes, libraries, theological 
schools, youth groups, women’s groups etc). This type 
of aid/assistance would be seen as caring for the un- 
derprivileged and the newly evolving traditional Or- 
thodox church unity in Ukraine. This likewise would 
strengthen our North American Ukrainian diasporal 
outreach to those "їп need.” 


St. Andrew’s College promotes. 
Ukrainian church music 


Dr. Roman Yereniuk 

(Winnipeg)-Winnipeg has a new emerging cham- 
ber choral ensemble dedicated to promoting and 
teaching the finest qualities of the Ukrainian choral 
church music tradition. The new choral ensemble is 
based at St. Andrew’s College and bears the name of 
the College (St. Andrew’s College Chamber Choral 
Ensemble). The ensemble was initiated in Septem- 
ber 1998 by the college’s Lecturer of Church Music 
— Tatiana Navolska with the support of the College’s 
Board of Directors and its administration. Tatiana 
Navolska is also the ensemble’s first choral director. 

The first two public performances of the ensemble 
took place in December 1998 in Winnipeg. On Dec. 
11, the ensemble performed at the Eva Claire Hall, 
of the School of Music at the University of Manitoba. 
Their performance was part of the regular noon per- 
forming series that the university runs. The reper- 
toire for the recital included eight liturgical hymns 
from Ukrainian Byzantine Liturgy by the renown 
XVIII с. composer М. Berezowsky (1745-1777). The 
eight hymns were performed accappela with excel- 
lent melodic harmony, expressing great dignity and 
expression of the liturgical theological content of the 
texts. The eight singers in the ensemble have rich 
and well balanced voices and were capably guided 
through their repertoire by Navolska. Altogether, the 
ensemble sang with much sensitivity and emotion. 
Excellent commentary of each number was provided 
by Navolska. 


In addition, in order to compare the rich Ukrai- 
nian Byzantine tradition with that of Western Chris- 
tianity, two selections were sung from J. S. Bach’s 
mass in B Minor. These two numbers were performed 
by Navolska (soprano) and Linda De Pauw (mezzo 
soprano) with accompaniment on the piano of Carole 
Pollard. At the end of the recital the three perform- 
ers also presented several Ukrainian melodies by M. 
Kropyvnitskiy and M. Lysenko. 

On Dec. 13, the choral Chamber Ensemble sang 
the responses to the Hierarchical Liturgy on the Feast 
Day of St. Andrew’s College. The Liturgy was cel- 
ebrated by Metropolitan Wasyly (Fedak), the primate 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and 
the College’s Chancellor. Again the choral ensemble 
sang with great sensitivity, dignity and prayerfulness. 
This especially was pointed out in the remarks of 
Metropolitan Wasyly at the Khram Feast Day Din- 
ner after the Liturgy. 

Navolska is a graduate of the Kyiv Institute of Cul- 
ture, Choral Music Department. She came to Canada 
seven years ago and has taught and conducted the 
Edmonton CYMK Choir, St. Vladimir’s College 
Choir (Roblin, Manitoba) and currently is on the staff 
of St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg as the Instruc- 
tor of Church Music (her second year at the Col- 
lege). She is a specialist in choral music and direct- 
ing and enjoys working in the oratorio genre of mu- 
sic, especially ХУШ and XIX с. Ukrainian choral 
tradition. 


Tarasyuk, Tkachenko at odds over Slavic union 


(RFE/RL)—Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk said 
on Feb. 3 that Ukraine is not interested in any kind of 
Slavic union with Russia and Belarus, an RFE/RL cor- 
respondent reported in London. 

Tarasyuk said any attempt to build a country on the 
basis of ethnicity is doomed to fail, particularly because 
Russia is a multinational, multiethnic country. 

He said Kyiv thinks the idea is “very dangerous, and 
the example of the former Yugoslavia is a warning for 
all of us.” With regard to Chornobyl, Tarasyuk called 
on the EU and G-7 countries to adhere to a 1995 com- 
mitment to provide financial aid to help close down 
the nuclear power station by 2000. He said the EU and 
G-7’s failure to do so “worries us.” 


Tarasyuk’s position on the union is in direct conflict 
with that of parliamentary speaker Oleksandr 
Tkachenko, who met with Belarusian President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka in Minsk on Jan. 28 and ad- 
dressed the Chamber of Representatives, the lower leg- 
islative house. 

“Belarus serves as an example of how to preserve 
the best of what [previously existed]...and exerted posi- 
tive influence on [Belarus’s] development,” Interfax 
quoted Tkachenko as saying. 

Tkachenko told journalists later that Ukraine may 
soon join the Belarusian-Russian union. 

He added that in the meantime the three Slavic states 
must build common economic and customs systems. 
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Recipients of те UCSS Edmonton Certificates of Appreciation. Standing, Left to Right: Walter Marych, Will- 


iam Lesick, Gene Zwozdesky, Bill Diachuk, Ivan Lahola. Sitting, Left to Right: Lillian Zubritsky-Miller, Dr. 


Victor Bayrock. 


UCSS honours long-term 


Executive 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadian Social Services, 
Edmonton, honoured its long-term Executive Members, 
as well as MLA Gene Zwozdesky at its 1999 Appre- 
ciation Banquet held at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Hall, Jan. 30. 

Long-term Executive Members honoured were: Dr. 


Victor Bayrock, Bill Diachuk, Ivan Lahola, William 


Lesick, Walter Marych and Lillian Zubritsky-Miller. 

In his keynote address Zwozdesky noted that UCSS 
Edmonton critical services to Ukrainians from other 
countries who immigrate to Alberta. 

"І am very glad when I hear that a new Ukrainian 
family — whether it’s one, two, three, or more, per- 
sons — arrives in our area from another country,” he 
said, speaking in Ukrainian. 

“T rejoice because our Ukrainian society is growing; 
that you enter into our Ukrainian organizations and 
churches, and that you use the Ukrainian native lan- 
guage and thus influence us and those who are already 
born here. 

“And this is key — to connect and communicate with 
others. In this manner we learn from one another, sup- 
port one another and gather enthusiasm for further and 
deeper work for our people,” he said. 

Zwozdesky said that governments on all levels are 
changing their policies towards multiculturalism and 
communities have to begin relying on their own re- 
sources instead of government funding. 

The influx of immigrants from outside Canada has 
had a positive effect on the Ukrainian bilingual pro- 
gram due to the presence of students, who are there 
primarily to learn English, but also an example of im- 
peccable Ukrainian to those who linguistic skills may 
not be as strong in that language. 

“This is a notably immense and positive influence 
on everybody — even on some teachers,” he said. 

Providing greetings from the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, Fr. Voldymyr Koushnir of St. Michael’s Par- 
ish, said that UCSS in helping those in need is fulfill- 


Members 


ing God’s work. 

“T want to stress that it was by those very people ої 
good will, that this Social Services was established in 
Edmonton and across Canada, and later these sprouts 
of mercy grew also in Ukraine to ease the sufferings of 
many who, due to economic problems ended up below 
the poverty line in a particularly difficult transition 
period of economic instability in the Ukrainian state,” 
he said, speaking in Ukrainian. 

On behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Fr. Don 
Bodnar of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Parish, said 
leaving one’s homeland is a traumatic experience and 
in helping immigrants adjust, UCSS volunteers are 
performing an important service. 

“Your work does make a difference! Just ask the 
people that you have helped! If our pioneers had such 
an organization to help them when they first came to 
Canada, many of their hardships would have been al- 
leviated,” he said. 

UCSS Edmonton President Bill Diachuk noted that 
both St. Michael’s and Exaltation Parishes have played 
in active role in helping the needy in Ukraine. St. 
Michael’s donated wheelchairs and medical equipment 
to Ukraine, while Exaltation was instrumental in orga- 
nizing the “Kids Helping Kids” Benefit Concert (See 
P. NUMBER). 

UCSS is a non-profit charitable organization that 
responds to the needs and interests of both the Ukrai- 
nian community as a whole and individuals through its 
wide range of services. 

Along with its programs for immigrants and senior 
citizens, it is also involved with projects assisting the 
needy in Ukraine. 

These include Project Nadiya, which is aimed at 
building a full-service rehabilitation centre in Lviv for 
children with cerebral palsy, and setting up soup bowl 
kitchens in Ukraine. 

For more information call: (780) 471-4477. 


Saskatchewan UCWLC helps needy children 


The recently elected Saskatchewan Eparchial 
UCWLC Executive is listing its second Gift of Hope 
project as a dedication to needy children in Ukraine. 

The objective of this project is to assist those chil- 
dren in Ukraine living under dire conditions of pov- 
erty, malnutrition, poor housing and little hope for 
education. 

The Hope is that even a little financial aid would 
break this continuing cycle of poverty for those fami- 
lies who are caring for their children, but do not have 
the financial means to provide adequate food, cloth- 
ing, health care and education. 

UCWLC is emphasizing the Ukrainian children 
through the Child Care International organization. 


By partnering with this organization UCWLC 15 en- 
couraging its membership and indeed any individual 
to sponsor one or more children in Ukraine. 

A monthly donation of $29.00 will assure that some 
child will be provided with food, basic clothing, medi- 
cal and dental care, and a chance to go to school. 

This Gift of Hope is intended to put a smile on a 
child’s face! Everyone is encouraged to participate; 
more information can be obtained by contacting Mrs. 
Emelia Panamaroff ( 306-384-3012 ) 3224 Caen St, 
Saskatoon, SK., S7M 3N8 , or Mrs Olga Salewich ( 
306-382-3256).127 Vancouver Ave. S., Saskatoon, SK., 
S7M 3M8. 
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Organizations 
must attract more 
youth, UNF told 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian organizations have to attract more youth into 
their ranks in order to continue preserving our heritage in Canada, MLA 
Gene Zwozdesky told the Ukrainian National Federation, Edmonton 
Branch, during its yearly planning meeting, Jan. 31. 

Reiterating a theme he addressed the previous night at the Ukrainian 
Canadian Social Services Edmonton Appreciation Banquet, Zwozdesky 
said multicultural policies are changing because of deficits and the money 
that was once there, no longer is. 

That means Ukrainian organizations have to rely more upon their own 
resources, as they did in the past. 

Zwozdesky, a Shumka dancer during the sixties, said the UNF has a 
special place for him because it was at that hall that he practised under 
Chester Kuc (founder of both Shumka and Cheremosh). 

While dance groups have flourished among youth, the main organiza- 
tions, which gave them their birth are ageing, he added. 

One of the main questions to be addressed is how to bring them into the 
main organizations. 

Zwozdesky suggested various means of getting input from youth as to 
what they are seeking. 

The afternoon meeting was held to formulate the UNF and its fraternal 
organizations’ cultural and social program for the upcoming year. 


о 


The UNF's children's theatre group Dzherelo performed а brief number 
during the planning meeting. 


Ukrainian Women's Organization of Canada 
Організація Українок Канади і 
10629 - 98 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Т5Н 2N6. Ph.: 422-5246 


presents 


EGGSTRAVAGANZA-PYSANKA EXHIBIT 


a unique Є colorfull display featuring over 500 pysanky (Easter eggs) 
Mr. Chester Kuc's Collection 


March 19 - 20 - 21, '99 
UNF Hall, 10629 - 98 Street 


OFFICIAL OPENING - Friday, March 19th 7:00 p.m. 
by Ms. Anna Wach, Editor of the Ukrainian Women's World Magazine 
Saturday & Sunday March 20-21, from 12 to 4 pm 
Exibit Display #Pysanka Writing Workshop %Easter Baking 
Hot Lunch available: borsch and pyrohy 
For further information call: 474-3352 or 452-0781 


Союз Українців 
Самостійників Альберти 
Alberta Ukrainian 
Self-Reliance Leaque 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Committee on 
Denaturalization and Deportation, in conjunction 
with Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance League, seek 
the co-operation of Ukrainians who emigrated to 
Canada between the years 1946 to 1955 (other than 
members of the Halychyna Division). Their 
assistance is requested to complet a brief 
questionnaire dealing with the circumstances of their 
leaving Europe and entering Canada. Please call 
(780) 431-9855 and leave a message on the tape or 
call (780) 476-3581 evenings. 
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18 commercial deals signed during Chrétien’s visit 


International Trade Minister Sergio Marchi on Jan. 28 wit- 
nessed the signing of 18 commercial agreements between 
Canadian and Ukrainian businesses worth C$163 million 
during a Canadian business development mission to Ukraine. 

“The number and value of the agreements signed today 
send a strong message that Canada and Ukraine can do busi- 
ness,” said Marchi 

“It is only through a determined path of political and eco- 
nomic reform, however, that Ukraine can realize its full po- 
tential as an economic partner with Canada and other nations.” 

The signings included five contracts worth $10 million, six 
memorandums of understanding valued at $21 million, and 
seven letters of intent worth $132 million. These signings 
came in a number of sectors, including agriculture, energy, 
construction and manufacturing. Nearly 150 Canadian busi- 
nesses participated in the two-day business mission to 
Ukraine. 

The agreements signed are the following: 

» 4 Square Productions Ltd. of Regina has signed a соп- 
tract with Novy Kanal of Kyiv to co-produce two TV docu- 
mentaries, The Catacomb Church of Markova, which deals 
with the tragedy and triumph of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Canada, Ukraine and the world, and The Fatal Embrace: 
Ukrainians and Jews, which explores the history of these two 
peoples. The total project value is $500,000 and the Cana- 
dian content value is $300,000. 

¢ Aurora Pacific Consulting and Development Corporation 
of Vancouver and Specialized Quarry of Ivaniv have signed a 
contract to form a joint venture to establish Europe’s largest 
abrasive garnet producing plant. The garnets will be used in 
Ukraine and exported to Europe for sand paper, sand blast- 
ing, high-pressure water jet cutting, and water filtration. The 
total project value is $6 million with Canadian content value 
of $3.2 million. 

» Central Canadian Structures of Winnipeg has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with Darnitsia Pharmaceuti- 
cal Company of Kyiv to upgrade and develop Darnitsia’s pro- 
duction facilities. The objective is to improve the company’s 
operating efficiency and increase its market share in the Ukrai- 
nian pharmaceutical industry. The first phase of development 
is expected to be worth approximately $7.5 million with Ca- 
nadian content of $5.3 million. | 

e Central Canadian Structures has also signed ап agree- 
ment with Olvia Corporation of Dnipropetrovsk to supply 
three energy-efficient houses that utilize the latest Canadian 
building technology. The project is valued at $1 million with 
a Canadian content value of $500,000. 

e CMS Company Limited of Vancouver, has signed a letter 
of intent to form a partnership with Almeta Co. Ltd. of Odesa 
to export and distribute Canadian-made building materials 
such as doors, windows and roofing materials, among others. 
The partnership will focus on establishing one-stop distribu- 
tion centres in Odesa, Kyiv and other centres to target the 
$3.7 billion new construction and renovation market in 
Ukraine. Projected sales for the first year are estimated at $1 
million in Canadian content. 

¢ Consumers Packaging of Toronto has signed a long-term 
contract with the MDMT Group of Kyiv to form a joint ven- 
ture to provide high-quality bottles for Persha Hildia, 
Ukraine’s most popular vodka. The project is valued at $5 
million over three years, all of which is Canadian content. 

¢ Gemite Products Inc. of Mississauga has signed а memo- 
randum of understanding to form a new joint venture com- 


(UkrNews)—The Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) will support a project to assist Ukrainian 
farmers to modernize their beef and feed production, mak- 
ing their farms more viable. The project is being imple- 
mented in partnership with the governments of 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 

Diane Marleau, Minister for International Cooperation 
and Minister Responsible for La Francophonie made this 
announcement with Saskatchewan Premier Roy Romanow, 
Manitoba Agriculture Minister Harry J. Enns and the chargé 
d’affaires from the Ukraine Embassy, Serhiy Borovyk, Jan. 
28 in Saskatoon, during an International Development Week 
event. 

“Sharing Canadian agricultural expertise in Ukraine will 
help the farm industry to adapt and be viable in the emerg- 
ing economy,” said Marleau. 

“By working together, both Ukrainians and Canadians 
will learn from each other and build lasting links and coop- 
eration between our two countries. 

“The agricultural sector is vitally important in Ukraine, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba” said Romanow. 

“Today’s partnership gives us the opportunity to exchange 
our best agricultural practices, and it opens important mar- 


pany that will manufacture and market Gemite’s advanced 
construction and building materials and technologies in 
Ukraine. The joint venture will be operational in Kyiv later 
this year and in other regions of Ukraine in 2000. The project 
is valued at $2 million over the next three years with over 
$1.5 million in Canadian content. 

» Geomat International of Montreal and the Main Admin- 
istration for Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre at the Cabi- 
net of Ministers of Ukraine have exchanged letters of intent 
for the development of a new project for strengthening the 
Ukrainian information infrastructure for cartography and ca- 
dastre. The project is valued at $7 million with $4.2 million 
in Canadian content. 

¢ McCain Foods Ltd. of Florenceville, NB, a diversified 
frozen food company that produces a wide range of products 
from vegetables to juices to meat-based entrées, has under- 
taken a major feasibility study in Ukraine to identify possible 
investment opportunities in one or more of these fields of 
activities. One such opportunity is a project in Chernihiv 
Oblast. Today, McCain Foods has signed a preliminary pro- 
tocol with Interagrosistema to complete that company’s 
project to build a plant for the production of French fries. 

» Northland Power Inc. of Toronto and its Ukrainian part- 
ners, the State Property Fund and Darnitsia Workers Collec- 
tive, have agreed to sign with the European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development the financial term sheet for a $240 
million project to rehabilitate the Darnitsia power plant. The 
two-year reconstruction project will include the installation 
of a modern 140 MW combustion turbine and heat-recovery 
steam generator to repower the existing plant, reducing pol- 
lution emissions, increasing efficiency and doubling peak- 
mode electricity output. The Canadian content value of this 
project is $35 million. 

e Pharmascience Inc. of Montreal has granted a licence to 
its subsidiary in Ukraine, Pharmascience—Ukraine. The li- 
cence is for the production of the anti-tuberculosis drug ISO- 
NIAZID syrup, which is very much needed for the treatment 
of children’s tuberculosis. The Ukrainian company will imple- 
ment a technology transfer and will organize production of 
the drug at one of the Ukrainian pharmaceutical plants in 1999- 
2000. The value of the agreement is $474,000 and the Cana- 
dian content value is $453,000. 

e The Province of New Brunswick and Chernihiv Oblast 
have signed a memorandum of understanding regarding trans- 
fer of potato technology. The memorandum outlines an agree- 
ment to co-operate in several technology transfer areas such 
as variety evaluation, production, storage and agricultural 
extension services. 

¢ Ronsco Inc. of Montreal has signed an agreement to enter 
into a joint venture with Dniprovsky Iron and Steel Works to 
upgrade their plant facility in Dniprodzerzhinsk. Ronsco is 
the largest supplier of freight car and locomotive components 
in Canada. The deal is valued at about $1.1 million with Ca- 
nadian content of $525 000. 

e Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership Inc. (STEP) 
of Regina has signed a memorandum of understanding with 
the Ukrainian Ministry of Agronomics complex to pursue sig- 
nificant improvements in Ukraine’s beef and forage produc- 
tion and practices. The project is valued at $6 million with 


Canada to help modernize Ukrainian farm industry 


"The agricultural sector is vitally 
important in Ukraine, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
Today’s partnership gives us the 
opportunity to exchange our best 
agricultural practices, and it 
opens important markets to our 


producers and manufacturers.” 
Saskatchewan Premier Roy Romanow 


kets to our producers and manufacturers.” 

“This project will help open up opportunities for Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan companies by showcasing our forage and 
beef sectors as well as forage production equipment before a 
potential market of 52 million people,” said Enns. 

Canadian experts from Manitoba and Saskatchewan will 
go to Ukraine to train 225 agricultural specialists. These spe- 
cialists will then train individual beef farmers in a mix of 


$3.2 million in Canadian content over four years. 

» SNC-Lavalin of Montreal and Teron International Build- 
ing Technologies and Katrides American Trading of Ottawa 
have signed a memorandum of understanding and protocol 
of intent with the L’viv International Airport Authority to 
implement the modernization and reconstruction of Іміу'8, 
airport. The project is valued at $91.2 million with $30.4 
million of Canadian content. 

° SNC-Lavalin and Teron International Building Technolo- 
gies and Katrides American Trading have signed a protocol 
of intent with the City of Lviv to implement the moderniza- 
tion and reconstruction of the Lviv City Centre. The project 
is valued at $228 million with $60 million of Canadian con- 
tent. 

e SNC-Lavalin and Teron International Building Technolo- 
gies jointly with Katrides American Trading are signing a 
memorandum of understanding with Velta Insurance and 
Katrides American Trading of Kyiv to develop two deluxe 
apartment buildings in the downtown area. The buildings have 
historic facades that will be restored. The project value is es- 
timated at $22 million with $6 million of Canadian content. 

All three SNC-Lavalin deals listed above are to be bud- 
geted and are subject to the development in financing of the 
project. 

» Ukraine Enterprise Corporation of Toronto has signed a 
memorandum of understanding concerning the expansion of 
their coal recovery business. The first section relates to in- 
creasing their investment in their existing Kalininska plant to 
$5.3 million to finance capital improvements. This plant com- 
menced production in April 1998 and has 80 employees. The 
memorandum of understanding also outlines plans to develop 
and finance as many as 10 further coal recovery projects with 
a total value of up to $45 million. UEC is a Canadian com- 
pany formed to invest in companies in Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, the Canada-Ukraine Business Initiative (CUBI) 
Chamber announced that with the support of the Governments 
of Ukraine and Canada, planning is proceeding on CUBI II, а 
trade and investment program to be held in Ukraine. Subject 
to finalizing details on timing, financing and venues, the pro- 
gram will work on attracting Canadian companies to Ukraine 
and matching them with Ukrainian companies, especially in 
the growing entrepreneurial sectors. Focus will be on agri- 
culture, construction and energy, with other sectors added 
depending on bilateral interest. 

Northern Telecom of Mississauga has a major project in 
Ukraine to develop a multimedia corporate network for the 
National Bank of Ukraine (NBU). The Nortel network con- 
nects all regional departments of the NBU and satisfies all 
requirements for voice and data communications between all 
NBwU sites. The network provides secure and high-speed com- 
munications and enables NBU to make significant savings 
on domestic and long-distance telephone traffic. The exist- 
ing NBU network is the first step in the creation of an ad- 
vanced multimedia telecommunications network for the 
Ukrainian banking and finance community. 

Solanum PEI of Charlottetown and Monsanto Corporation 
(Ukraine) announced a new potato technology partnership 
for Eastern Europe. The partnership combines the leading- 
edge biotechnology capacity of Monsanto with the potato 
production systems technology of Prince Edward Island, the 
second largest seed potato exporter in the world. The рагіпег- 
ship is valued at more than $5 million, which will be invested 
over the next two years. 


Canadian and Ukrainian best-practices in beef cattle and 
feed production. For example, the Ukrainian farmers will 
learn how to increase beef production by integrating Cana- 
dian beef genetics with good quality local genetics. They 
will also be introduced to grasslands development and con- 
servation techniques such as rotation of pasture. In addi- 
tion, legislators from Saskatchewan and Manitoba will as- 
sist in improving the Ukrainian beef marketing regulations 
to create a more favourable environment for profitable, 
market-oriented agricultural enterprises. 

The Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP), 
CIDA’s partner, is a non-profit industry-government part- 
nership that promotes Saskatchewan exporters. STEP, 
which has been working in Ukraine over the past five years 
and has a good knowledge of the agricultural industry in 
that country, will manage the project. 

«І am very pleased to be here today to witness the sign- 
ing of this major agricultural partnership among Canada, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ukraine,” said Borovyk. 

In addition to CIDA’s contribution of approximately $2.4 
million over the next four years, the governments of 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan will make in-kind contribu- 
tions of agricultural and legislative expertise. 
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Hryvnia devalued again 


(Eastern Economist)—The National Bank of Ukraine 
announced Feb. 9 the boundaries of the new currency 
corridor for 1999. The rate will be Hr 3.4-4.6 to one 
US dollar, up from the Hr 2.5-3.5 to the US dollar rate 
adopted by the NBU as the Russian financial crisis first 
hammered the hryvnia back in September. 

NBU Governor Viktor Yushchenko said that the gov- 
ernment and NBU are fully confident the currency ex- 
change rate can be maintained within these borders. 
Yushchenko said that a floating exchange rate policy 
could have had negative consequences, while adopt- 
ing the currency corridor policy can offer a stable 
hryvnia. 

Experts have argued that to maintain a floating cur- 
rency exchange rate or a “broad” corridor a country 
must first possess huge currency reserves and a stable 
currency market. People’s Deputy Roman Bezsmertniy, 
commenting Feb. 9 on introduction of the new currency 
corridor said, “this new corridor is a direct result of 
negotiations between Ukraine and the IMF.” 

Deputy Anatoliy Kinakh applauded the move, but 


was skeptical of whether the corridor would work in 
the absence of more fundamental structural reform to 
back up monetary policy. 

Ex-head of HradoBank and serving parliamentary 
deputy Viktor Zherdytskiy was in favor of the currency 
corridor option, but commented, “the corridor has been 
widened because reforms directed at supporting the 
budget did not take place.” 

He is very much against the floating rate, fearing this 
would hit Ukrainian exporters and importers hard and 
erode their competitiveness on world markets. How- 
ever, Volodymyr Cherniak, a member of the Verkhovna 
Rada’s Investment and Economic Policy Committee, 
attacked the new corridor. 

“We need to lower the corridor borders,” he said. 

“The new corridor is contradictory to the essence of 
a currency corridor,” stated Cherniak. 

“Tn order to prevent a further increase in corridor bound- 
aries we need to implement the anti-crisis measures 
passed by the Verkhovna Rada.” 


Europa suspends Ukraine operations 


(UkrNews)—Vancouver operation-based Europa Re- 
sources Inc. reported on Feb. 3 that on Jan. 28, the Board 
of Directors of the Company unanimously voted to sus- 
pend all development and marketing activities of the 
Ivaniv Garnet Project in Ukraine due to the deteriora- 
tion of international investment activity and the politi- 
cal uncertainty in Ukraine. 

This situation has forced the company to review its 
25% ownership of Ivaniv Special Quarry (ISQ) and its 


Kuchma raps Rada 
for rejecting 
privatization bill 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
‘sharply criticized the parliament on Feb. 5 after it voted 
overwhelmingly to reject a Boa aon plans AP ге- 
ported. 

Despite that gee ten. Kuchma had earlier decreed 
the legislation, which is due to take effect on Feb. 16. 

The legislature voted 227 to 48 against the plan, 
which would privatize 455 large and medium-sized 
enterprises and some 5,500 smaller firms. 

Many deputies are against the use of domestic state 
bonds as privatization payments and others want the 
parliament rather than the government to handle the 
privatization of strategic companies. 

Kuchma said “everything proposed by the president 
or cabinet is adamantly opposed.” 

He said the parliament does not understand the ur- 
gency in “giving economic laws top priority.” 


Ukraine takes sixth 
place in pairs 


(UkrNews)—Yulia -Obertas and Dmytro 
Palamarchuk took sixth place in the pairs competition 
at the European Figure Skating Championships held in 
Prague, Jan. 24-31. 

This was the best showing by any of the Ukrainian 
skaters. 

In the same category, Evhenia Filonenko and Thor 
Marchenko placed ninth. 

In Ice Dancing Olena Hrushina and Ruslan 
Honcharov finished seventh, while Khristina 
Kolobadze and Oleh Voiko were 21st. 

In women’s singles Olena Liashenko was seventh, 
followed immediately behind by teammate Yulia 
Lavrencuk. 

In men’s singles Yevhen Pliuta was seventh and 
Vitaliy Danilchenko ninth. 


Moscow wins CIS cup 


(Eastern Economist)—Dynamo Kyiv lost to 
Spartak Moscow 2-1 in the final game of the CIS 
Football Cup in Moscow Jan. 31. Even Dynamo’s 
well-known strikers Andriy Shevchenko and 
Andriy Rebrov, who played in the final game only, 
could not save the game. 


49% ownership of its Ukraine Joint Venture. The Board 
of Directors continues to review several options regard- 
ing its mining interest in Ukraine. 

Management is presently considering opportunities 
and acquisitions in other industries, which would sig- 
nificantly re-direct the activities of the company. 

In the interim, no further funds will be used for the 
development or acquisition of mineral projects, Europa 
Resources stated in a press release. 


Ukraine to build 
pipeline for 
Gazprom 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s state oil and gas com- 
pany, Naftogaz Ukrainy, agreed to pay off part of 
its debt to Russian gas giant Gazprom by building 
a pipeline for it, AP reported on Feb. 4. 

Naftogaz chairman Thor Bakay said the 555-ki-. 
lometer pipeline will run between the southern 
Ukrainian towns of Ananyv and Ismayl and will 
reportedly cost US$250 million. 

It will be used by Gazprom to export gas to 
Western Europe. 

Bakay said Ukraine gets about 70 percent of its 
gas from Gazprom, and it owes the Russian com- 
pany about $1.1 billion. 

Bakay vowed that the debt will not increase in 
1999. 


Ukraine uncertain 
about IMF loans 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s chief banker, Viktor 
Yushchenko, was visibly disappointed on his return 
from the almost week-long negotiations with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) апа the-World Bank in 
Washington on resumption of loans to Ukraine. 

In a television interview which he gave on landing 
in Boryspil airport near Kyiv on Feb. 7, Yushchenko 
said that the task this year is to persuade the IMF to 
extend over US$600 million to Ukraine, and to get 
“slightly more” from the World Bank. 

Yushchenko complained that the international finan- 
cial institutions base their assessment of Ukrainian re- 
forms on information “from not-too-reliable sources” 
— “representatives of different parties and factions” 
and low-level government officials. 

Yushchenko said he is confident that the IMF will 
continue disbursing tranches to Ukraine, according to 
the earlier approved Extended Fund Facility [EFF] pro- 
gram. 

Ukrainian Finance Minister hor Mityukov, who had 
returned from Washington earlier, said in a television 
interview that Ukraine may receive much less than it 
had expected from the IMF this spring, namely two 
rather three EFF tranches, a total of some $150 mil- 
lion. 

Yushchenko and Mityukov had accompanied Ukrai- 
nian Premier Valery Pustovoytenko on his visit to Wash- 
ington. 

Earlier, Pustovoytenko said that IMF Managing Di- 
rector Michel Camdessus assured him that the IMF will 
soon resume the EFF program. 


15 


Polish Hutsul investment 
plans announced 


(Eastern Economist)—Polish entrepreneurs announced plans Jan. 
28 to finance development of industry in the Hutsul region as part of 
an agreement on producing souvenirs reached during a recent visit to 
Ivano-Frankivsk by a delegation of Polish business representatives. 

The Polish delegation was represented by the owners and manag- 
ers of seven companies, specializing in vegetable, fruit, wood and 
meat processing, and confectionery production. 

As part of the same agreement Polish company representatives 
agreed to visit Prykarpattia, to create a joint venture on consignment 
and processing of wild fruit in the Verkhovyna region. 


Business Briefs 


Banks angry at government 

(RFE/RL)—Some 80 Ukrainian banks have accused the government 
of delaying payments on treasury bills without consulting bank offi- 
cials. The Finance Ministry announced last week that it will not re- 
deem government bonds due to mature this month until between May 
and September. The banks, struggling to stay in business since the 
Russian economic crisis, said they will appeal to the Association of 
Ukrainian Banks and seek to have the government’s decision over- 
turned in court. 


January inflation 1.5% 

(Eastern Economist)—State Statistics Committee figures show that 
inflation for January fell 1.8% from December figures to just 1.5%, 
the lowest rate since last September. Inflation for 1998 as a whole 
was 20%, double 1997 figures. The rise was attributed to the effects 
of the August-October financial crisis, and came after four years-of 
decreasing rates of inflation, which had peaked at 10,000% in 1993. 


New SPF head 

(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma appointed Anatoliy 
Holubchenko deputy head of the State Property Fund Jan. 29. 
Holubchenko was replaced by Kuchma as Deputy Premier on Jan. 
14. 
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EBRD plans to fund controversial nuclear reactors 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—The European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) is moving ahead with controversial 
plans to fund construction of two unfinished nuclear reactors 
in Ukraine. 

The EBRD has given provisional approval to a loan worth 
as much as US$190 million for construction of the 
Khmelnytsky 2 and Rivne 4 nuclear reactors in southern 
Ukraine. In 1995, Ukraine said it would close Chornobyl only 
if the two reactors at Khmelnytsky and Rivne, known as K2/ 
R4, were completed to replace the lost capacity at Chornobyl, 
the site of the world’s worst civilian nuclear accident in 1986. 

The two reactors are about 80 percent completed, accord- 
ing to Ukraine’s nuclear concern, Energoatom. Additional 
funding from Euratom to cover up to 50 percent of the project’s 
cost hinges on approval of the EBRD loan. 

Environmentalists and others, including the Austrian gov- 
ernment, as well as one study commissioned then rejected by 
the EBRD, question whether Ukraine even needs to add to its 
already operating 11 nuclear power plants. They say Ukraine’s 
economic collapse since the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union 
has meant a sharp drop in energy demand that critics of the 
project contend won’t increase above previous peak levels 
until 2010. 

The EBRD official overseeing the loan project, William 
Franks, told RFE/RL that the EBRD Board of Directors would 
likely reach a decision on the loan by the end of April. 

Some Ukrainian officials are wary of the terms for the 
EBRD loan. Mikhail Umanets, first deputy minister of en- 
ergy and chairman of Ukraine’s State Department on Nuclear 
Energy, told the nuclear industry weekly "Мисіеопіс5 Week” 
late last year that completion of K2/R4 under the EBRD’s 
conditions requires about $1.7 billion, while only some $800 
million would be required under a Russian alternative. 

Umanets said the Russians also are offering much more 
favorable credit conditions than the EBRD. The London bank 
requires payback over 12 years, which would jeopardize the 
profitability of the new units, he said. Russia will accept re- 
payment in Ukrainian goods or from a joint venture allowing 
Russia to share in profit from the reactors’ operation. 

The deputy minister of Russia’s Minatom, Bulat 
Nigmattulin, told RFE/RL that unlike EBRD aid, Russian 
assistance would not include what he called costly obliga- 
tions to the Western nuclear industry. 

“We are offering or will offer Ukraine credit (and) the 
EBRD has its plan. What is Russian, or EBRD credit? ... 


So why would Ukraine pursue 
such a project that Germany found 
too costly, especially given the 
legacy of Chornobyl? 


EBRD credit means it also offering equipment by Framatome, 


Siemens; they don’t simply give Ukraine money.” 

For loan approval, the EBRD requires each project meet 
four conditions: be financially viable, satisfy environmental 
and public consultation requirements, satisfy Western nuclear 
safety principles, and be part of a least-cost option. But some 
experts question whether the project satisfies these conditions. 

Steve Thomas is a professor at Sussex University in En- 
gland. In 1996, he took part in a study commissioned by the 
EBRD to analyze whether financing K2/R4 met the bank’s 
“least cost’ criteria. He tells RFE/RL what the study found: 

“Tt became very clear that the case for completing the reac- 
tors was much weaker than had been suspected. One very 
strong element was that there didn’t seem any reason to re- 
place Chomobyl. Electricity demand had fallen so steeply 
after the fall of the Soviet Union, that Ukraine had twice the 
generating capacity to meet peak demand. A big problem that 
Ukraine electricity had was that it had no money, basically 
because most consumers in Ukraine do not pay their bills in 
cash.” х 

According to a study by the CEE Bankwatch Network in 
Prague, 93 percent of energy costs in Ukraine were paid by 
barter last year. 

The EBRD rejected the findings of the Sussex University 
group in 1997; then hired the American firm Stone and 
Webster, and headed to Kyiv to collect, what Franks called 
“better data.” 

“One of the things concluded from that is that if you used 
the assumptions in the Sussex report in the model Stone and 
Webster developed you came to the same conclusions that 
the Sussex report did. If you used the better data, you come 
to a different set of conclusions.” 

But Thomas says that so-called better data is suspect. “The 
problem with the Stone and Webster report was that the as- 
sumptions going into the model were all determined either 
by the EBRD or by the Ukrainian company, Energoatom, that 
wants to build the nuclear power plants. So the report was far 


from independent.” 

Regarding whether it makes banking sense to loan to a 
business that receives some 90 percent of its payments through 
barter, the EBRD’s Franks said that is an important issue. 

“The loans to K2/R4 will be conditioned on very concrete 
programs on the part of the Ukrainians to improve the perfor- 
mance of the power sector, and in fact, there are several ini- 
tiatives, the most recently initiated by the bank, to address 
that issue. That is a very important issue, a very critical issue 
to the project, and a critical part of the due diligence being 
conducted at the moment.” 

Ukraine may face other problems with spiraling costs. In 
the Czech Republic, Westinghouse has run into huge cost 
overruns and delays retrofitting the nuclear power reactors at 
Temelin. Both Temelin and K2/R2 are equipped with the same 
Soviet-type VVER-1000 reactors. But as International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) spokesman David Kyd explains, the 
Czech Republic, unlike Ukraine, is spending hefty sums to 
completely refit Temelin in what is a unique graft of Western 
technology onto the body of an Soviet-type reactor. 

“Tn the case of the Ukrainian reactors, they are not looking 
to do something that ambitious at all. What they are looking 
to do is to stick with the Russian designers, largely with Ukrai- 
nian and Russian companies, to complete the standard VVER- 
1000 megawatt design, as basically put together from the start. 
They are not looking to revamp the entire reactor along West- 
ern lines and still such an effort will cost more than a billion 
dollars.” 

Kyd said such reactors would never be licensed in the West. 
Germany concluded that such upgrade costs were so exorbi- 
tant that it scrapped plans to retrofit two VVER 1000 reac- 
tors at Stendal in eastern Germany after the German safety 
agency, Gesellschaft fur Reaktorsicherheit, estimated that the 
project would cost between $2.3 and $2.9 billion. 

So why would Ukraine pursue such a project that Germany 
found too costly, especially given the legacy of Chornobyl? 
Sussex University’s Thomas explains that Ukraine did pro- 
pose building a gas-power plant to replace Chornobyl in 1995, 
but the West reportedly rejected the plan, fearing Kyiv would 
become dependent on Russian gas. Thomas further suggests 
the reasons remain unclear, but he says Western powers with 
a strong nuclear industry, especially Germany, France and 
the United States, have all backed the project. Ukraine also 
has a strong nuclear lobby, which retains strong ties with its 
Russian counterpart from the Soviet era. All parties are inter- 
ested in the profits construction projects bring. 
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